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* Fee to a ſmall, e 
PM attentive Audience, in 
1742. In the Year 1737, 
were publiſhed by a learned Author 
An Enquiry, and a further Enquiry 
into the Meaning of Demoniacs. in 
' the New Teflament. © But as the 
Subject had much employed my 
Thoughts, and the Plan had been 
drawn up a good while before, I-did 
not diſcern any ſufficient Reaſon for 
laying it aſide. 

The Publication of theſe Diſ- 
courſes has been often defired by divers 
of thoſe who heard them, and by 3 


They 


=>. PREFACE. 


They who know how I . been 
engaged, need not to be told the 
Reaſon of the Delay. They might 
have been put into one continued 
Diſſertation. But then the practical 
Obſervitiprs/wult have been ſtruck 
out. Which I was unwilling to 
= done. And in their 
orm they n may remain, for a while 
at leit, a Monument, that any Sub- 
jet tending to illuſtrate the Scrip- 


tures, may be treated in Chriſtian 


Aſſemblies, if © it be done with . Mo- 
deſtic and Diſcretion. : . 
Theſe Diſcourſes, with the Ap- 
pendix, may. "of reckoned a + Sapp 
yu to the firſt Part of the  Credi- 
bility of the Gore Hiſtoric, 
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. aN Neid 3.42 > . M ARK v. 19. Ut $1L f 
Howbeit Yeſus ſuffered him not, but ſaith 
-- unto him: Go home to thy friends, and tell 
a -11: them,» bow- great things the Lord bas done 
07, far thee, and hath bad campuſiny an ther | 


80 


n T . is now ge St ſince 1D 1 c. 
= "explained, and emproyed, as I 
vas able, the Crt. 1 — 
N Lord' s miracles, recorded i in the 
"Golpels.” | I think, that very few were en- 
tirely omitted, which are particular] 9758 re- 
lated, except this in the countrey 
1 And I. always intended to con- 
Ver this likewiſe, though it has been long 
B deferred. 


2 ft We Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


Disc. A As life, through the divine 
I. goodneffe, is ſtill preſerved ; I propoſe now 
*—"Y to-confider this hiſtoric, which, with ſome 
few differences only, is found in three 

? ſeveral Evangeliſts . 


I. In the firſt la) 1 ſhall'conſider di- 
ſtüinctly this whole narration, comparing to- 
bl gether the ſeveral Evangeliſts; as we £0 


II. After which I intend to make ſome 
remarks upon this miracle, and the hiſtorie 
nl 1. 


* 


1. Inte Bü phcrd ſhall diftintly con- 
baer the whole of this narration, com- 
paring the ſeveral Evangeliſts, as we go 
along. 

he time of this miracle may be in 
1 ſome meaſure perceived by the connexion. 
— I all the three Evangeliſts it is preceded 

by an account of our Lord's crofling the 
fea of Galike, with his diſciples, and lay- 
* a tempeſt, which they had met with 


in their paſſage. | 
N * 8 Mark v. I-20, Luke 


4 


; 
. N \ n 1 ? of 
* i 0 # w& 4 1 - - Ly 
7 St. 
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St. Lude had before given an account of D1sc. 
| divers of our Lord's diſcourſes: Then came I. 
unto lin bis mother and his brethren, and r 
.could nat come at him for the preſs, —Now it 19. 
came to paſs on a certain day, that he went into 
6. ſhip. with the diſciples. And he ſaid uma 36. 
them : Let us go unto the other fide of the 
lake.— And they arrived at the countrey of 
the Gadarens, which is over-againſt Galilee, 
St. Mark alſo, having related divers of 
our Lord's diſcourſes, ſays: And the ſame 
day, when even was come, he ſaith unto them : - 
Let us paſs over unto. the other fide. And 
when they. had ſent away the multitude, they 
took him even as be was in the ſhip, And 
there were alſo with him other little ſhips. 
And there aroſe a great florm of wind, and 
) the waves beat into. the ſhip, ſo that it wes 
pow full. And he was in the hinder part of 
4 4 Aſteep on a pillow ; and they awake 
ier he aroſe, and rebuked the wind. 


| And the wind ceaſed, and there was a great 
. ' calm. — And they feared exceedingly, and aid 
- ane to another: What manner of man is this, 
L that even the winds and the ſea obey him 


Aud they came over unto the other fide of 
the fee, inio the. caumry of the Gadgrens. 


9 That! is, our Lord paſſed from the weſtern 
8 | | 1 to 


4 


WD 
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I. 


"The Caſt of tht Demamacr, 


; : 4 f Marre 7 ; ” „ : mers P's * A "% ? 
Drsc. to the eaſtern fide of the ſea of Galilee, or 
of Nberias, as it is called at other times. 


St. Matthew calls the place, where our 
Lord arrived, the countrey of the Gergeſens: 
whereas the two other Evangeliſts, as we 
have Juſt ſeen, call it the countrey of the 
\Gadarens... Some learned men Mk, that 

this laſt is the right readibg' in St. Matthew 3 
_ Goſpel alſo. © 
5 * fellows in St. Mark, whoſe hiſtoric 


we ſhall for the moſt part take for our text, 
and cite in the firſt place: And when he 


was come out of the ſhip, immediatly there 


met bim out of the tombs a man with an un- 
clean ſpirit. From which words, I think, 
it may be concluded, that this man's abode, 


and the burial-place, where he chiefly was, 


lay near the ſhore, or upon the ſea-fide. 


St. Duke's words confirm this ſuppoſition, 


"which are theſe: Aud when he wont forth 
"to land, there met him out of the city à cer. 
lain man, which bad devils long Rae” wah 


But here is a difference between St. =] 


= ew and the two other Evangeliſts. 8 
| Mart ſays, Immediatly there met es, 4 


"man with an unclean ſpirit. St Tube A 
certain man, which had devils. But St. 
NMutbeu ſays: There met bim two \ poſſe ed 


with 


mentioned in the New Te eftament. 5 


with devils, coming ont of the tombs. Of Drs c. 
this difficulty ſeveral ſolutions have been I. 


offered by learned interpreters of Scripture. — 
The moſt likely ſeems to be this: that 
one of theſe men was upon divers accounts 
more remarkable than the other: he, eſ- 
pecially, may have been exceeding fierce, 
and his diſtemper of the longeſt ſtanding. 
Perhaps, he was beſt known in thoſe 
parts, being an inhabitant of the city, not 
far off. He likewiſe was the perſon, with 
whom our Lord diſcourſed chiefly, aſking 
him his name, and receiving for anſwer, 
that he was called Legion. It is likely, 
that one only deſired to accompany the 
Lord Jeſus, when cured. And poſſibly he 
only of the two had a grateful ſenſe of the 
benefit conferred, and afterwards declared, 
bow great things the Lord had done for him. 
There being therefore ſeveral things pe- 
culiar to one, two of the Evangeliſts 
ſpeak of him only, omitting the other, for 
the ſake of brevity. But there is no con- 
tradiction between them and the third 
Evangeliſt, There were two, as St. Mar- 
ö thew ſays. Which is not denyed by St. 
| Mark, or 'St. Luke, though they confine 
their Wen to one © only. 


3 Sys 


6 OI The c of the y pb pv | 


Disc. * — St. Mark :  Immediatly =. met 
*. lim out of the tombs a man with an unclean 
e init, who bad his dwelling among the 


tombs... St. Luke : Neither | abode. in any 
houſe, but. in the tombs. St. Matthew : 
There met him two poſſeſſed with devils, 
nne Foy 
This circumſtance therefore is mention- 
2 by all the three Evangeliſts: : that this 
man, or theſe two men, had their abode 
in tombs, or among . tombs, It was not 
then uſual to bury. within the walls of 
cities, but at ſome. diſtance without them, 
XS more or leſs... By, tombs may be meant in 
N general a burying- -place, where were many 
„ ſepulehres: or by tombs may be meant 
| ſepulcbres. And indeed many of the ſe- 
pulchres of the caſter countreys at that 
time were large, capable of containing 
divers perſons. And to this day, travel- 
lers, hen overtaken by ſtorms and bad | 
weather, take ſhelter in them. I 
Theſe men then being fieree, and me- 
lancholie, ſhunning companie, and being 
ſnunned, abode at a diſtance from all cities, 
and particularly among or in ſepulchres. 
This place ſuited theit gloomie apprehen- 
ſions, and here in the night-ſeaſon, and in 
bad weather, they had ſhelter. More- 
over, there might be another reaſon of 
this. 


== «oo mw OeeaA: 8 aces 1 ww. MT IE IIS nt 
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this. For ſome are of opinion, that the D1sc.. 
demons, or unclean ſpirits, by which theſe I. 
perſons were poſſeſſed, were not ſuppoſed © 

to be fallen angels, but the ſouls, or de- 
parted ſpirits, of bad men. If ſo, a luna- 

tic, ated by ſuch ſpirits, or thinking him- 

ſelf to be acted by them, might be much 
diſpoſed to be chiefſy among the dead, or 

in buryal-places. But whether there be 
any ground for that opinion, or not; it is 
likely, the two reaſons beforementioned 
ought not to be diſregarded: Theſe places 
ſuited their melancholie apprehenſions, 

and here at ſome ſeaſons they had ſhelter 

and relief from rain and cold, 

There. follows in the Evangeliſts a Fa 
ſcription of the unhappy circumſtances of 
one or both theſe perſons. Says St. Mark, 
who is moſt particular: And ne man could 
bind bim, no not with chains; becauſe that 
he bad bien often beund with fetters and 
chains, — the chains Bad been plucked a- 
funder by bim, and the ferters braten in pieces. 
And aluays night and day he as on the 
mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cut- 
ting himſelf with tones. St. Luke's account 
is, | There met him out of the city a certain 
man, winch had devils Jong time, and wore 
10 clothes, neither abode in any bouſe, but in 

B 4 the 


5 
Drsc. th& tambs. And afterwards : For. often- 


I. 
bound with chains} and in fetters, ' And be 
brake” ibe bands, and was driven of the 

- devil into the wrilderneſſe, or the deſert 


min's eaſe in dime paſt : 


ue Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


timis it bad caught him. And be was kept 


mountainous countrey, where the . tombs 
were ſituated, + St. Martbeu more briefly 
ſays : There mer bim two poſſeſſed with 
devils," toming out of tbe tombs, exceeding 


Ferre, fo'that no man might paſs that way. 


The ſum is, that this was a deplorable 
caſe One of theſe men, eſpecially, had 
been in this condition, of a diſcompoſed 
mind for a long ſeaſon. He was exceed- 


ing fierce, and dangerous at ſome times: 
He had been faſt bound; but he had broken 
his bands, eſcaped out of his confinement, 


and had been for ſome while in defert, 
mountainous places; lodging in ſepulchres 


only not in any houſe. All which are 


evident ſymptoms of lunacie or * 
That is the unhappie caſe before us. 
Foſfibly it may be here inquircd by dome: 
How carne the Evangeliſts, eſpecially Mark 
aud Duke; who are moſt particular, to be ſo 
Well acquainted with the hiſtoxie of this 
: to de able to ſay, 


Bebo been 2 ng * vr and that he had 
Kt N d rant AG IG Ka d been 


N | * 9 


« 


T* 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. 
been often bound with. chains, and that they DIs c. 


had been broker aſunder by him? His preſent 
circumſtances and actions, his. nakedneſſe, 
his fierceneſſe, his cutting himſelf with 
flints, his crying, or raving, as he did, 
were diſcerned immediatly. Theſe things. 
the diſciples; were eye or ear-witneſſes of, 
upon the man's approaching them, when 
they came out of the ſhip. But how came 
they to know the circumſtances of his in- 
diſpoſition in time paſt, and the e 
that had been given him 

To which I anſwer, chat it is * to 
ſoppoſe divers things, which are not men- 
tioned in relations of this kind, Which 
therefore are omitted, beeauſe all intelligent 
and attentive; perſons are able to ſupply 
them. It is not unlikely, that the man 
himſelf, when cured by our Lord, gave 
ſome account of his former condition. 
Moreover here were the keepers of the 
ſwine, who might be able to relate ſeveral 
things concerning him. Poſfibly too it was 
a well known caſe, and the people who 
came over with Jeſus from the other fide 
of the lake might be able to give the diſ- 
1 Gaps os n J 


bY * 


FPinaliy, | 


9 


I. 
— 


Dive. Wen defore our Lord went away, 


great multitudes of that countrey had come 
to che place, where Jeſus was. And it is 
reaſonable for us to conclude, that ſome of 
thoſe perſons wereable and diſpoſed to give 
an acebunt of both theſe men, eſpecially of 
ane ef them: which indeed, as before 
hinted, I take to be 2 main reaſon, why 
th Pvingeliſts, Mark and Luke, confined 
ttleir Riſtorie to one, though there were 
two of theſe men, as ſaid by St. Mattbew : 
even becauſe they had received more par- 
fieular” intelligence eee * _ 
the other. - foi 
doe, d 5. ber Rap wle 1 
Joa, fur off; be run and worſpiped him. 
Mil cryed wilb a lud voice, and ſaid: What 
have Tie d uirb ales, Jeſus, thou Son of 
be ng bgb. God. I adjure” thee by- God, 
tht" thou torment ine nr. (N be bad faid 
unte him: Come out of | the man, thou un- 
clean ſpirit.) Aud be afeed: lum What is 
thy” name ?. And be . anſwered, ſaying; My 
nume it legion, for we are many; | And be 
beſought” bim much, nhat be awoutd: not fend 
chem "dway out "of "the countrey..' St. Luke 
likewiſe: fays': hex be faw-Ye/ur, be cryed 
| out, and fell down before him, and with a 
UBT loud 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. 11 
houd voice ſaid, What have I to do with D1 * 
thee, Feſus, thou Son of God moſt bigb. I 
Seck hee ment me nit. (Rr be lad — 
commanded the unclean fpirit to come out of 
the man). Aud Jeſus aſted him, ſaying : 
What is thy name ? And he ſaid: Legion, 
becauſe many devils were entred into him. 
And they 'beſought him, that be would not 
command them to go out into the deep. St. 
Matthew, thoug h briefer than the others, 
fays : And 225 they cryed out, ſaying * 
What have we to do with thee, Juſus, thou" Sim 
of God ! Art thou tome hither to Porment us 


before the time ? 5 
By all the Evangeliſts we are affired, 


that one, 6r both theſe men, either they, 
or the evil ſpirits in them, owned our 
Lord's character, as the Meffiah, or the 
Yon of God. And they entreat him, not 
to. ſend” them away. But 1 think it ap- 
pears, both from St. Mart, "and St. Late, 
dat theſe things are not faid by them, un- 
Hil our Lord had Gignified his will, that the 
man, or meh, ſhould be delivered from 
this unhappy circumſtance. Then they 
'own the character of Jeſus, that he was 
the Chriſt, and his power, as ſuch, to 
command,” and ſend them, whither be 
pleaſed, 


P ent More INES 


Te Caſe of dle Demoniacs, 


dige pleaſed But they entreat him, not to 


puniſh them for having. taken, poſſeſſion of 
theſe perſons, and made them miſerable. 
Vea, they are repreſented complaining of 
his command as unreaſonable : What have 
we to do with thee? Why ſhould. you con- 
cern yourſelf with us? Leave us to act as 
we think fit, until the laſt day, the time 
of the full puniſhment allotted to us. 
The unclean ſpirits ſpeaking in this 
manner, Jeſus, aſked one of the men, what 
was his name, and he anſwered Legion, 
becauſe there MAT: in him many unclean 

ſpirits. 13 
As theſe ſpirits deſired, chat they might 
not be tormented before the time; ſo in par- 
ticular, they petitioned our Lord, that he 
would net ſend them away out of tbe countrey, 
as, it is expreſſed in St. Mars: or, that he 
would not command 12 fo 7. into the 

| ded, as in. St. 8 

* Evil ſpirits, delight i in 'milchief, My aro 
Aras phy . Puniſhment, - They therefore 
make it their requeſt to Jeſus, 1 he would 
e obeyed with regard 1 to the command he 


given. 1 come out of the men, 


whom they ſo long tormented, that 
yet be HRT 1006 require them L org » 


Hole! 


_ Y 


_ 
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leave that countrey, but permit them to DIS c. 
act as they pleaſed toward ſome other per- I. 
ſons in thoſe parts. At leaſt they entreat png 
him, however, that he would not order 
them away into be deep, or the abyſe, that 
Is, the place of torment. 
As the full 'puniſhment * of fallen 
angels, as well. as of bad men, was defer- 
red to the great day of the general judge- 
ment; it was the opinion of many at that 
time, that ſome of thoſe evil angels and 
ſpirits were allowed, (thoug th ſubject to 
Controlle,) to viſit the region of our ait, 
and this earth, and to inflict diſeaſes,” and 
'other cake upon men. Of this num- 
ber are theſe unclean ſpirits. And they 
earneſtly entreat, not to be ſent back to 
| 'their priſon, and confined i in the re 
place of torment, as yet. 
I proceed to what remains, now fr 
reading St, Matthew : And there was a good 
way off from them an herd of many fwine 
99 So ide devils beſought him, ſaying: 
"if thou caſt us out, ſuffer us to go into the 
-Y berd of flolne. And he ſaid unto them: Go. 
And when they were come out, they went into 
"the berd of ſwine. And behold, the e reh 
| dee et. ii. 4. and Jude ver. 6. 
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Doom of fine ran wualently dawn.. a fieep place into 


the. ſea, and periſhed in the waters. And 


An that kept them. fled, and went their ways 


into the city; and told every thing, and what 
vas befallen to, the poſſeſſed of the devils. 
And behold, the whole city came out to meet 
Jeg. And when, they, ſaw, him, they be- 
Jought him, that. be would depart out of. their 
coaſts. And be entred into a ſhip, and paſed 
ee into bis own city. 

Here I would obſerve, that this great 
— of our Lord was performed with de- 
liberation. There was ſome time between 
is intimation, that theſe evil ſpirits ſhould 
remove, and, their actual departure. Or, 
in other words, the men were not healed 
at once, immediatiy upon his command- 
ing the evil ſpitits to come gu? of the men. 
But he allowed a petition to be preſented 
40 him, which was in part granted. * 
St. Mark's account is aftec this manner : 

Now there was there nigh unto the. mountains 
24 great bend gf famine feeding. „And all the 
Jews, beſought N. Send us into 
tbe ſwine, that we may enter into the 
nine. And farthawith. Jeſus gave them 
Jeave.. And the unclean ſpirits went out, and 


terns into the fine. Aud the herd ran 
| violently 


% 


„ 
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. violently down. @ ſleep place into tbe fea (they D1 80. 


| were about two thouſand : J) and evere-olanied e 
in tbe ſea. And they ubat fed the ſuuine fad, 
and told it in the city, and in the countrey. 


And they went out to ſee, what it was ut 


"was done. And they came to Jeſus, and fee 
him that was poſſeſſed auth the devil, and bad 
ile legion, fitting, and clathed, and in his 


right mind. And they urre afraid. And 


they that fate; it, told them, bow it befell to 
Vim tbat was poſſeſſed of -the + devil, and alſo 
concerning the ſwine, And they en e 
pray bim io depart aut of their coaſts. 
St. Luke's relation is to the like purpoſe: 
And there was rere an brrd of many ſuune 


bum, tbut be \wpuld ſuffer them to enter into 
them. And be ffaffered them. Then went 
ale devilt aut of the men, and entred into 
«the ' fevine. And the berd ran vidently down 
ia fleep place into the lake, and were: choaked. 
When they that fed them ſaw what was done, 
they. flea, and went and told it in tbe city, 
and in the country. . Then . they went cut to 
ſee what was done, and came. to Jeſus, and 
-Feund the man, aut of nvhom. the devils were 
. departed; fitting: at the, feet e, Feſus, clothed, 
and in bis right mind: And they were 
afraid. 


Feeding-on the mountain. Aud they beſought | 


1 
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| ml \afruid. * A5 ele wich ow in told them by 
" what” means be \that was poſſeſſed of the 
A was healed. Then'the whole multitude 


"beſought him to depart from them, for they 
© were taken. with great fear. And be went 
"I into the ſhip," and returned back again. 
As this countrey was a part of the land 
ek. Iſrael; and the Jews were forbidden by 
the law of Moſes to cat ſwine's fleſh ; it 
may ſeem ſtrange to ſome, that there 
ſhould have been in this place ſo large a 
number of thoſe animals. But there is 
: reaſon to think, that this countrey was then 
1 "chiefty inhabited by Gentils, though there 
1 were Jews likewiſe. And it may be ſup- 
pPpioſed, that the herd belonged to the 
Gentil inhabitants. However, poſſibly 
ſome Jews might have a property in them, 
and might trade in thoſe creatures, ſelling 
them to 1 without \ cara 1 
N as food. * 

The Evangeliſts do all agree in this wa 
of the hiſtorie. But two inquiries 'may be 
here put. 1. By what means was this herd 
of ſwine hurryed down the precipice, and 
drowned in the waters? 2. For what 
reaſons did our Lord ſuffer this to be 


done? 
Firſt, 


of ile countrey of the Gadarens round about 
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Firſt, How, or by what means was this D1sc. 
herd hutryed down the precipice, and I. 
drowned in the waters? And there are 

ſeveral ways of accounting for this. They 
who ſuppoſe that there was here only a 
diſtemper, and are unwilling to admit the 
agence of any bad ſpirits in this caſe, ſay, 
theſe men, or one of them, might, with 
the permiſſion of Jeſus, go and drive the 
ſwine off the precipice into the ſea, where 
they were drowned. Or elſe, our Lord 
was pleaſed to transfer the lunacie, or diſ- 
traction, from this man, or theſe men, to 
the ſwine, And the diſtemper. having 
ſeized them, they took their way down a 
ſteep road, and periſhed in the ſea. 
Others, who readily admit the agence 
of evil ſpirits, in this affair, ſay, that with 
our- Lord's permiſſion, when theſe ſpirits 
were Tetnoved out of the men, they took 
poſſeſſion: of the ſwine, and hurryed them 
into the waters, where they were drowned. 

Every one is at liberty to judge for him- 
ſelf.” But I readily own, that I do not ap- 
prove of that ſolution, which ſuppoſeth, 
that the lunacie Was transferred from the 
men to the ſwine. For this implyes, that 
oy downing of the ſwine was owing to 


rn C our 


. 
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Disc. out eee . where- 


I. as I do not perceive, that our Lord wroug he 
— 


any miracles that were hurtful. The only 
inſtance of this kind, which I recollect, is 

the withering a barren uſeleſs fig-tree in 
the way between Bethanie and Jeruſalem. 
As then there is no clear evidence of our 


Lord's interpoſing in this matter, 1 — 
i ought not to be admitted. 


Secondly, it is inquired : Why, or for 


what reaſons did our Lord ſuffer this to be 
done ? by the men themſelves, before they 
were quite cured, or by the evil ſpirits, 
when they were departed from the men ? 
For according to the accounts given by the 
Evangeliſts, it was and could not be 


done without his permiſſion. His leave 


was aſked, and granted. 

Some think, that our Lord ee 
this to be done, as a proof of the real 
agence of evil ſpirits, in this caſe. 

Bat whether that was a reaſon, or not, 
there are, I think, other uſes, which this 
event would anſwer, and therefore pro- 
bably were intended herein. For the loſſe 


of the ſwine tended to make the cure of 


tze man public. It had this effect. They 


that fed the fine filed, and told it in the 


frre 
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city, and in the countrey ; that is, they DIS c. 
haſted to noiſe it abroad every where. And I. 
many were brought to Jeſus; and came to 
ſee the man, who was healed, and ſtayed 
with him, fitting at his feet. Hereby 
therefore, and by means of the immediate 
publication of the miracle, the people of 
the neighboring town andcountrey were (6) 
proved. Jeſus by his preſence with them, 
and by the great miracle performed among 
them, with which they were preſently ac- 
quainted, made them a tender of divine 
| knowledge, and other ſpiritual bleſſings. 
But though a great and evident miracle had - 
been wrought among them, one of the 
moſt deſitable works that can be thought 
of, delivering a man from deſtraction, re- 
ftoring him to the uſe of reafon and un- 
| derſtanding ; theſe people were fo carnal, 
| and ſo a five of ſuffering in their 
worldly intereſty, that inſtead of entreating 
Jeſus to. ſtay with them, a while at leſt, 
that they might partake in ſome other like 
0 Non quod conceſſerit Salvator daemonibus quod pete» 
bant, dixit, [ze ; Sed ut per interſectionem porcorum 


hominibus ſalutis otcafio ptæberetur. Paſtores enim iſta 
cernentes, ſtatim nunciant civitati. Hierom in Matt. Ton. 4. 
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D I5C. benefits of his great power, and be in- 


| th 
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ſtructed by him in things of religion, that 
they joyned together with much unanimity 
in beſeeching him, to depart out of their 
coaſts. Which he did, and went back 


again to the other ſide of the lake. 


There remains yet one article in this 
hiſtoric, omitted indeed by St. Matthew, 
but related by both the other Evangeliſts. 
Says St. Mark : And when he was come into 
the ſhip, be that bad been poſſe ed with the 
devil, prayed. him, that he might be with 


lim: Howbeit, Jeſus ſuffered him nut. But 


faith unto him : Go home to thy friends, and 
tell them, how. great . things the Lord hath 


a ww af 


55 And be departed, and. began 10 publiſh in 


Decapolis, bow great . things Fe eſus had done 
for him, and all men did marvel. St. Luke's 
words, are theſe : | Now the! man, cut of 


whom the devils were departed, beſought him, 


that be might be with him. But Jeſus ſent 
him away, ſaying : Return to thy own houſe, 
and ſhew, how great things God hath done 
unto thee.” And he went his way, and pub- 
liſhed throughout the whole city, how great 
things Feſus had done unto bim. 


*. 
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It is likely, that this perſon requeſted to DIs c. 


be with Jeſus, for his own ſecurity, fear- 


ing, that thoſe evil ſpirits would again take 
poſſeſſion of him, and torment him. But 
Jeſus ſuffered him not to be with him. 
For our Lord to have allowed the man to 
accompany him in his journeys would have 
looked like oſtentation, and might have 
been eſteemed vain-glorious. Beſides, the 
power of Jeſus was more conſpicuous in 


the man's ſafety at a diſtance. And it was 


fit likewiſe, that this perſon ſhould now 
encreaſe in faith, and live without fear, 
truſting in God every where, and at all 
dean | 

His requeſt not being granted, he went 
bis way, and. publiſhed throughout the whole 


rity, how, great things Feſus had done unto 


him. He was an honeſt and grateful man. 
2 in the place where he dwelled, and 


very where, and to all men, as he had 


3 he declared the great work, 
which Jeſus had done for him. 


Perhaps, ſome may here inquire : How 
ſhall we reconcile the direction given by 
Chriſt upon this occaſion with what we 


find elſewhere? Sometimes he command- 


ed — and charged men not to ſpeak 


C 3 of 
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| Drse: of the miracles he had wrought. Here 


5 


ö The Caſs of the Denoniaes, acs, 


he directs this man to tell others what God 


u done for hin. To which I anſwer : 


Our Lord never deſired, that any miracles 
wrought by him ſhould be denyed, or diſ- 


owned by any. Nor did he intend, that 


men, on whom they were performed, 


ſhould conceal them from their friends 


and relatives, or their own familie: though _ 


he did forbid a general and open publica- 


tion of ſome of his mighty works. And 
what he ſays to this man is no more than 
this: Return t thy own houſe : or, go 
hame to thy friends: and tell them, bow great 
things the Lord bas done for thee, and has 
had compaſſion on thee. KY 12! 

II. Having gone over this kiſtorie, I 
would now add rms remarks and ob- 


ſervations. 
1. We hes dive, that gt. Mark's 


Goſpel i is not an abridgement of St, Mar- 
thew's, as ſome have thought. St. Mark 
entirely omits divers things recorded by 
quite wanting in that other Evangeliſt. 


This hiſtorie, which we have now con- 


ſidered; affords a good argument againſt 


that opiniun. St. Matthew ſpeaks of two 


Wo in 
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in this countrey of the Gergeſens poſſeſſed DIsc. 


with devils. St. Mark mentions one only. 
If he had ſeen St. Matthew's Goſpel, he 
would not have fo written this hiſtorie, 
without aſſigning ſome reaſon for the dif. 
ference, or inſerting a hint for recon- 
clling it. St. Mark ſays, the number of the 
ſuine was about two thauſand, which is not 


mentioned by either of the other Evan- 


geliſts. St. Mark is, befides, in ſeveral 
parts of his relation of this miracle more 
full and copious than St. Matthew, who has 
nothing of the diſcourſe, which our Lord 
held with the man called Legion, and alſo 
entirely omits the man's requeſt, when 
cured, to be with Jeſus, and our Lord's 
refuſal, and the publication, which the 
man afterwards made every where of the 
great cure, which had been wrought upon 
In a word, the firſt three Evangeliſts are 
all diſtin& and independent witneſſes of 
our Lord's life and miracles, They did 
not write by. concert. Nor had any one 
of them, when he wrote, ſeen either of 
the other two Goſpels. The caſe how- 
ever is ſomewhat different with regard to 
St. John, He peruſed the other three 
Tie] C 4 Goſpels, 


— 
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/ Das6C. Goſpels, before he wrote. And he has 
I. both confirmed their hiſtorie, and made 
SY additions of his own. 0 
| 2. The diſtemper, with which. theſe | 
men were afflicted, was lunacie or diſtrac- 
tion. I ſay, the diſtemper of this man, 
or theſe two men, (whatever influence 
evil ſpirits might have,) was lunacie or 
diſtraction. This is evident from particu- 
lars mentioned by all the Evangeliſts. St. 
Matthew. ſays, that the two men which 
met. Jeſus upon his 28 on ſhore, were 
exceeding fierce, ſo that no man might paſs 
that uch. The particulars related by the 
| other Evangeliſts concerning one of thoſe 
bd men are indications of, the ſame thing: 
. his having been bound, and fettered, and 
. his breaking his bands, living in the tombs, 
without clothing, cutting himſelf with 
flints: as alſo the whimſical anſwer, which 
he made, when our Lord aſked, what was 
his name. And the cure is repreſented by 
his recovering his reaſon and underſtand- 
ing, and a compoſed temper and behaviour. 
For it is obſerved, that when the people 


came out of the city, they ſaw him. /tting, 
N cluled, and in 45 were mind. 


This 
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3. This is the only miracle of this kind, D1sc. 
which is particularly recorded inthe I. 
Goſpels. There might be many other. 
But I do not recolle& any other, particu- 

larly related by the Evangeliſts. There 

are divers inſtances: of perſons, who had 

evil ſpirits, and were lunatic. But their 
diſtemper was not the ſame with that of 
theſe men. The young man brought to 

the diſciples, when our Lord was in the 
mount, was lunatic, and fore vexed. But Matth. 
his diſtempet was the epilepſie, or falling '5: 
ſickneſſe. Oft times, it is ſaid, he falleth 

into the ſire, and often into the waters. And 

other ſymptoms of that diſtemper are to 

be found in the hiſtorie of his caſe. 

Of Marie Magdalen it is ſaid, that out of Mi Matth. 
her went ſeven devils: And I am not un- 1 
willing to allow her caſe to have been much 2: 
the ſame with that of the two men at the 

tombs : though it is not quite certain. 

But her cure, or the miracle wrought 

upon her, is no where particularly related. 

All that is faid of her caſe is no more 

than this: And the twelve were with Ake „il 
him, and certain women, which had been, 2. 
healed of evil ſprrits and infirmties : Marie 
Magdalen, 
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* Magdalen, out of whom went ſeven devils 


Joanne, and many others. _ 


— 4. The miracle, which we haye now 


conſidered, was the effect of our Lord's 
benevolence. It does not appear, that he 


 - had any invitation to come into the countrey 
af the Gadarens. | But he went thither of 
his own accord, with a view of healing 
the two men at the tombs ; knowing their 
| fad caſe from ſome occaſional informations 
that had been given him, or by the per- 


fect comprehenſiye knowledge, which he 
had of things mac as well as near at 


hand. 
The context, BN, was 3 babies, 


ales us, that compaſſion and benevo- 


lence, without any particular invitation, 


again to the other ſide. 


brought our Lord hither. His words there- 
fore are extremely proper, when he ſays to 
the man: Go home to thy friends, and tell 
them, how great things the Lord has done 
for thee, and las bad compaſſion on thee, 
Unaſked, unſought by friends, or any one 
elſe, he croſſed the ſea, and came on ſhore, 


donverſed with theſe. unhappy perſons, re- 
lieved them in their deplorable and diſ- 


conſolate condition, and then went back 
How 
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How conſpicuous is the benevolence Disc. 
how great and amiable is the benignity of I. 
the Lord Jeſus! He is entitled to the 
eſteem and love of all. He came to ſeek 
and to ſave thoſe who were loſt. And by 
mighty works of goodneſſe on the bodies 
of men, or for rectifying and putting in 
order the human frame, as conſtituted of 
ſoul and body, he demonſtrated the truth 
of his prophetical character and miſſion, 
and invited men to'embrace and obey that 
doctrine, which directs them in the way 
to the poſſeſſion of eternal life. 

; That word ye know, ſays St. Peter at the 2, x. 37. 
kvuſs of Cornelius, how God anointed Jeſus 
of Nazareth, with the holy Ghoſt, and with 

: who went about doing good, They 
Who were - afflicted, as theſe men were, 
could not be eaſily brought to Jeſus. And 
it is likely, that few had faith enough to 
aſk ſuch a cure of him, eſpecially at a di- 
ſtance. Our Lord therefore, as when 
Lazarus was dead, now alfo of his own 
good-will left the place where he was, took 
ſhipping, and went over the ſea of Galzlee, 
for the fake of theſe men in the countrey 
of the Gadarens, whoſe caſe was extreme- 
ly deplorable, and above all human relief. 
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28. C The- Caſe of | the .Demontacs, 


Disc. F. I would . obſerve, that this miracle 

I. was very public, at leſt, well known, 

e Our Lord went to this place attended by 

his diſciples. As he came out of the ſhip, 

| the two men met him. Some of the mari- 

ners therefore, belonging to that ſhip, in 

all probability, were preſent at the miracle. 

For the appearance of ſuch miſerable Ob- 

jects could not but excite their curioſity. 

It is probable, that divers others were ſpec- 

Mark iv. tators of this great cure. St. Mark. pro- 
85 ceeding to this matter ſays: And tbe ſame 
day, when the even was come, be ſaith unto 
them: Let us paſs, over unto, the. other fide. 
And when they had ſent away the multitude, 
If they took. him, as. be vas, in the ſbip. And 
Eo there were alſo with bim ſeveral other little 
ſhips. All theſe, it is likely, followed 
Jeſus, and came on ſhore with him on the 
other fide, Moreover, as before obſerved, 
= Lord performed this miracle deliberat- 
He diſcourſed with one of the men, 
* by the anſwer he made, as well as 
by his outward form, manifeſted the great 
diſorder of his mind. And this part of 
that countrey muſt have been extremely 
deſolate and unpeopled, if ſome paſſing 

by, and others, did not in this ſpace of 

| | time 
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time joyn our Lord's companie. There Ds c. 
is therefore reaſon to conclude, that a good I. 
number of perſons were gathered together r 


from the ſhips, and from elſewhere, and 
were ſpectators of this great work. 80 
much is intimated in thoſe words of St. 
Mark : And they that ſaw it told them, how 
it had befallen * that was poſſeſſed of the 
devil. | 

Then indeed it was very public. For 
upon the cure, and the loſſe of the ſwine, 
they who fed them went into the neigh- 
boring city. And the people came out to 
Jeſus, and beheld the man calm and com- 
poſed. And as St. Mark ſays, in the 
words juſt cited, they uibo ſaw it, then re- 
lated to them particularly, how the thing 
had been done. And as the caſe of one 
of theſe men was well known, he having 
been often bound ineffectually, and a long 
time afflicted with this diſorder, and hav- 
ing been often terrible to ſuch as paſſed 
that way: many, who afterwards ſa him 
enjoying a compoſed mind, and the right 
exerciſe of reaſon, muſt have been fully 
appriſed of his miraculous e if they 
were attentive. | 


As 
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Disc. As our Lord performed this miracle with 


deliberation, ſo I think he ſtayed in the 


dert ſome time afterwards 1 by which 


means many had an opportunity of ſeeing 
him with the man at his feet. We do not 


. know exactly, how long our Saviour was 

here. But we may form a conjecture. It 

was even, when he took ſhipping. In the 

paſſage there was a ſtorm. It is very like- 

ly, he did not arrive at the other fide un- 
til morning. And probably, he ſtayed 

| EI g -06 ha 4-46 before 
he embarqued again. 

6. We learn by this hiſtorie to truſt in 
divine providence,” and not to live in fear 
of evil ſpirits, and their influence, or any 
accident whatever. They are under ſtrict 
confinement... Or, if they are permitted at 

all to viſit, our region and orb, they are 
not be allowed to inflict on us any evil, nor 
ſhall any accident whatever befall us, but 
what ſhall be overruled, and fanctified for 
our benefit, if we chooſe e pI 
good, and caſt our care upon God. 

7. We learn the reaſonableneſſe of gra- 
titude for benefits beſtowed. upon us, 
eſpecially if we receive any ſignal delive- 
24 Pies - Trance 
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rance from great and uncommon afflictions. DIs e. 


Our bleſſed Lord did not chooſe, that this 
perſon ſhould attend him. However, he 
bid him go lume, und tell his friends there, 
how: great things God had done for him, and 
had compuſſion en him. Though our Lord 
was meek' and humble, and was far from 
ſeeking honour from men; he could not 
but be pleaſed with a thankful mind, ſen- 
fible of benefits. Once, as he was travel- 
ing, and preaching the doctrine of the 


I, 


kingdom of heaven, be met ten lepers, and Luke xvii, 


they lifted up their vorces, and faid : Fefus, 
maſter, have mercie upon us. He had mercie 
upon them, and bid them go and ſhew 
themſelves to the prieſt. As they went, 
they were - cleanſed. And one of them, when 
be ſaw that he uus healed, turned back, and 
with a loud woice glorified God; and fell 
down” on his face at his feet, giving him 


thanks. And be was a Samaritan. And + 


Feſus anfwtring ſaid : Were there not ten 
? where are the nine There 


d ? But 
are not found that returned to give glorie to 
God, ſave this flranger. And be ſaid unto 
him : Ariſe, go thy way, thy faith bath 
ee 


8. . 
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2581 Finally, from this hiſtorie we. may 
learn, to bear meekly rebukes and diſ- 
couragements in the proſecution of good 
deſigns. Jeſus came into this countrey 
with. a good intention. He here wrought 
à miracle, a work of the greateſt kindneſſe, 
reſtoring a man, ho had been long under 
the ſoreſt of afflictions, whoſe cure was 


| reaſon! and underſtanding. Nor was the 


neighborhood altogether unconcerned in 


-4 ' this bent. The am, wito befbes was 


difagrecable, and terrible, was compoſed, 


and might be uſeful among them. But 


becaufe this happy event was attended with 


temporal loſſe to ſome of them; they en- 
. treat the compaſſionate author of that great 


benefit, in whom was ſo much wiſdom, 
and vfo. much goodneſſe, and ſo much 
power, to depurt out 'of their coaſts. And he 


acquieſced, not chooſing to obtrude him- 
- (elf upon them, as the Evangeliſts inform 
us : Aud le uent up into the ſhip,. und re- 


turned back again. However it is added: 
And it: came to paſs, that when Feſus mas re- 


turned, the people" gladly. recerued him, for 


they were all waiting for him. Theſe things 
are written for the direction and ſupport of 


wiſe and good men. Vo — 
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Howbeit Jeſus ſalfered bim not, but ſaith 
unto him : Go home to thy friends, and tell 
_ them, how great things the Lord has done 
for ion and hath had . on thee. 


AVING formerly explained 4a Disc. 
emproved the hiſtorie of moſt II. 
of our Lord's miracles, and lately 

that of the cure of the two men at the 

tombs in the countrey of the Gadarens ; 1 

have thought it not improper to conſider in 

general the caſe of thoſe, who in the New 

Teſtament are ſpoken of as having evil, or 

2+ og ſpirits. 

The ſubject i is not immediatly practical 

And it is moſt agreeable to infiſt upon the 

general principles of true religion, which 

are univerſally acknowledged, or are con- 

troverted by a few only, together with the 

virtues of a good lite, which are of the 

D greateſt, 
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af 8 greateſt importance, and of abſolute ne- 


ceſſity, without which no man' ſhall ſee 
the Lord, and thoſe helps and means, 
which in their own nature, or by divine 
appointment, are fitted to promote faith in 
God, good works, and an heavenly frame 
of "wind. Theſe are the moſt excellent, 
the moſt delightful ſubjects of meditation 
and diſcourſe. Upon no confiderations, 
by no means whatever, would one be 
called off from thefe points, or ceaſe to 
make them the uſual topics of diſcourſe in 


Chriſtian aſſemblies. 


Nevertheleſs, it may not * altog 


on unprofitable to treat on the ſubject I am 


no entering upon. : it being what fre- 
quently occurs in the hiſtorie of our Sa- 
viour's miracles, as recorded in the Goſpels. 
It is likely therefore, that by conſidering 
the ſeveral texts, wherein theſe unhappy 
caſes and their cure are mentioned, ſome 
light may be caſt upon the Holy Scriptures, 
and ſome parts of the evangelical hiſtoric 
may be better read with underſtanding. 

In treating this N 
be fare the 4 52755 method. 
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L. I would ſhew what are the opinions Ds o. 
of men of the preſent, and late . 3 
55 ve this matter. ä 25 


| ll. 1-woald obſeive; what was the ge- 
rel opinion in the time of our Saviour, 


and his Apoſtles, and what notions men 
then formed of theſe caſes. 


I. 1 will ö endeavor to diſcover the 
truth, and what-idea we ought to have of 
thoſe unhappy perſons, who are eK of 


ee eee 

er 
n IV. I intend to conſider objections and 
> difficulties, relating to that opinion, which 
a= 2 appear to be moſt probable. 
Is. h 
ag I; In che firſt place I would ſhew, what 
Dy we the opinions of men of the preſent, or 
ne late times, concerning this matter, For 
es, there are two different opinions; one 
rie general and common, the other leſs gene- 

ral, and ſomewhat uncommon, 
b- The opinion, which I take to be moſt 


common, is this: That theſe perſons 

were poſſeſſed, and inhabited, acted, go- 

EI verned and influenced by ſome evil ſpirit, 
D 2 or 
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or ſpitits ; there having been in ſome: of 
' thele perſons one, in-others ny of theſe 
evil ſpirits, 

And I reckon, avg moſt in our times 
ſuppoſe theſe evil ſpirits to have been bad, 
or fallen angels, ſome. of the companions, 

inſtruments, and agents of him, who is the 

chief of fallen angels, and called Satan, or 
| Beelzebub, or the Devil, by *. of emi- 
nence. 

. 
vulgar... It. obtains alſo very much among 
the learned. We have theſe words of a 

great and eminent writer in a late defenſe 
and vindication of our bleſſed Saviour's 
muracles. againſt modern cavils and objec- 
tions. He is ſpeaking of the two men at 
the tombs, and the drowning of the herd 
of ſwine. 80 (c) that even this per- 
* miſſion. of Jeſus to the evil ſpirits was 


e amply compenſated by. caſting an whole 


legion of devils out of one perſon, that 
* 1s, by ſuffeting about three of them to 
* enter into each hog, inſtead of about 
ix thouſand of them keeping poſſeſſion 
of one man. And this e of 


(e) Seb Bp. Smallbrook ii indication 7 our dau, s  Miracte, 
Vol. I. p. 203. . 


cc « thoſe 
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e thoſe evil ſpirits, and permiſſion given DIS c. 
e them in conſequence of it, were argu- II. 
* ments of great force to ſhew the power 
*.of Jeſus, over ſo numerous a regiment 
of them.“ So that great author. 
The number of the ſpirits that had 
taken poſſeſſion of the unhappy man is 
here inferred and concluded from his call- 
ing himſelf Legian. A Roman legion at 
that time uſually conſiſted of ſix thouſand 
ſoldiers or more. That learned - writer 
therefore ſuppoſeth, that there were about 
ſo many eyil ſpirits in that man. And 


̃ when thoſe ſpirits were caſt out of the 
> man, there being about two thouſand fwine 
a that were drowned in the ſea, the ſame 
t writer ſuppoſeth, that each ſwine became 
1 poſſeſſed, and was hurried down ue! pre- 
: cipice by three devils. 
6 Every one perhaps does not Judge it 
e needful to conclude, that there were ex- 
it actly ſuch a number of ſpirits in the man, 
0 becauſe he called himſelf Legion: but it is 
it generally ſuppoſed, that there were in him 
n oY many evil 40) ſpirits. | 
3 It 
(e) © Jeſus aſked him, ſaying : What is thy name. Which 
queſtion was not aſked to gratify his own, or others cu- 
fe. noſity: but for this good end, that the Gadaren might ſee 


D 3 what 
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Dise. It being thought; that theſe [perſons 
II. were poſſeſſed and tormented by one or 
more evil ſpirits; whereas ſuch caſes are 


now very uncommon among us, if there 
are any at all; it has been ſupoſed, that 
* it might be wiſely allowed ef and ſuf- 
feredd by che divine being at that time. 
Satan and his inſtruments were then looſed, 

and permitted to poſſeſs und torment many 
8 perſons in the land of Juda, and the ad- 
joyning countreys. Hereby the power of 
Jeſus, the Meſſiah, was fendered the more 
conſpicuous, by delivering 
poſſeſſions, and all the infirmities conſe- 
quent upon them. Since which time, and 
eſpocially ſince the power of miracles has 
ceaſed in the Church, Satan has not been 
| permitted to torment men in this world in 
what a miſerable condition their country man was in, and 
be more ſenſible of the mercy of his cure, and thrir on 
great danger amidſt ſuch aſt numbers of evil ſpirits, as 


then ſwarmed amongſt them: ſince ſo many had taken 
poſſeſſon of that one unhappy man, % io Rhee che 
name of Legion, (above fix thouſand,) 23 one of them 
told. our Lord in the name of the reſt, in anſwer to his 


queſtion : My name is ages for aye ar many.” — Bragg: 
on our Saviour's Miracles. Vol. I. p. 75. 


* He caſt out evil ſpirits, who by the divine 8 
were permitted to exert themſelves at that time, and to 


poſlels many perſons. Dr. Fortin's Remarks upon Ecchfi- 


ical Hiftorie, Vol. II. p. 17. See rhe fame, Vol. I. p. 14. 


men from thoſe 


mentioned in the New Teftament. 


that extraordinarie and remarkable man- D * 


ner. 


This I take to be the prevailing ſenti- DIY 


ment of learned and unlearned, and the 
ſcheme that has been formed "FRG 
this point, 8 

The other opinion, 5 common, is, 
that theſe caſes were diſtempers only, 
which the human frame is ſubject to in this 
ſtate of mortality, through. it's weakneſſe 
and imperfection, and the accidents it is 
expoſed to, and the temper of particular 
conſtitutions, and the influences of diet, 
and the circumambient air, and other na- 

tural cauſes, | 

Theſe are the two principal N= rs 
of moderns upon this head. 

II. In the ſecond. place I am to ſhow, 
what Was the general opinion in the time 
of gur Saviour and his Apoſtles, and what 
notions men then formed of thoſe caſes, 
Which are ſo frequently mentioned in the 
Goſpels, 

I fhall endeavor to ſhew the ancient 
ſentiment in ſeveral propoſitions and ob- 
ſervations. 

1. In the firſt place it is fit to obſerve 
the ſtile, or the ſeveral phraſes and ex- 

D 4 prefſions 


„ en Devi; 


1 preſſions made uſe of in the New Teſta- 
ment in ſpeaking of this matter. For there 
TS be no doubt, but the Evangeliſts have 
uſed the expreſſions, which obtained at 
that time. 

_ One expreſſion, which frequently occurs, 
Mi ' poſſeſſed with devils. So in St. Matthew : 
Matt, iv. And his Fame went throughout all Syria. And 
teh brought unto kun all fick people, that 
were. 9/4 with divers diſeaſes and torments, 
and thoſe which were poſſeſſed with devils. 
Again: When," the even was core, they 
brought unto him many, that were poſſeſſed 
with devils. © And be caft out the ſpirits with 
his word, and healed all that were fick. 
The ſame Evangeliſt, ſpeaking of the'men 
in the countrey of the Gadarens, tay 8 

V. 28, There met bim tuo poſſeſſed with devils.” 
| Another phraſe very frequent in ſpeak- 
ing of this matter is that of perſons having 
wnelean ſpirits. When our Lord ſent forth 
Matt. x. 1. the diſciples, he gave them power againſt 
uuncleam ſpirits, and to caft them out, and to 
heal all manner of fickneſſe. And St. Mark, 
v. 13. in the account of the man called 
Legion, ſays: And forthwith Ye 2 gave 
them leave, and the unclean Jpirits went out, 
and entred into the ſwine, ' It is in the Acts 
ee „ llkewiſe, 


viii. 16, 
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likewiſe, v. 16. There came alſo a multi- D1sc. 

tude out of the cities round about unto Feru- II. 

falem, bringing fel folks, and them which 
were vexed with unclean ſpirits. And at 
Samaria, Acts vii. 16. when Philip, the 
Deacon and Evangeliſt, was there, unclean 
Hirits, crying _ a "wg r came out of 

many. 
Sometimes the bheale 1s unclean hir in 
the ſingular number. Matth. i. 23. And 
there was in the ſynagogue a man with an un- 
clean ſpirit. And St. Mark uſeth alſo this 
ſame expreſſion, ver. 2. of this chapter, 
ſpeaking of the man called Legion : When 
be was come out of the ſhip, there met him a 
man with an unclean ſpirit. And at ver. 8. 
our Lord ſays: Come o out 4 of the man, 700 
wnclean ſpirit. 
There is another form of expreſſion 
ſomewhat different from this in Luke iv. 
33. And in the ſynagogue there was a man, 
which had a ſpirit of an unclean devil. 
Sometimes they are called evil or wicked 
ſpirits. Luke vii. 21. In that ſame hour be 
8 many of their infirmities, and plagues, 
and of evil ſpirits. See allo” vill. 2. and 
elſewhere. | 
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Dae * tk Cie me leave to obſerve Ms the 
0 ſecond place, that in ſpeaking 


matter, particularly of perſans a with 
devils, - our tranſlation is nat exact: 

inſtead; of devils, the ward , dewons would 
be much moe proper: for that. is the 
word, which we have in the Greek otigi· 


nal, and in the ancient Latin verſion, e 


in many, modern tranſlations. 
If any wilh, he pleaſed. to abſerve.« carey 
fully, Lbelicye they will find, that through- 


gut the Now Teſtament there is but one 


evil, ſpirit called Devil; who, is ſuppoſed to 


be che chief or prince of the fallen angels, 
and is often called Salan and Heelrebu. 


numher, in the New Teſtament, where 
Satan, or the fallen angels are ſpokęn of, 


„That che Scripture ſuppaſes but ane eri 


caſily perceived by every one from ſome 
plain texts. Matth. xxv, 41. Ten. /hall be 
Jay unto them on the left hand: Nepart from 


me, ye. curſed, intgeverlaſitng fire, Prepared | 


far the devil, and bis angels. Rev. xii. g. 
The great dragon. aal caft out, that ald. ſer- 


pent, called the devil and Satan. 
Acts xiii, 10. St. Paul ſays to Ehmas, the 


Sorcerer: 


Not is that word once uſed in the plural 


being, or ſpirit, called the devil, may be 


ö 
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Sorcerer: Thou child of the devil, or of DIS e. 
Satan, that wicked one, prince of evil II. 
ſpirits. | James iv. 7. Refift the devil, * 


be will flee from you. 1. Pet v. 8. Be ſober, 
be uigilant, becauſe your adverſarie, ' the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, Jeek- 
ing \ whom he may devour. Here the origi- 
nal word is rightly rendred. And every 
one may perceive,” that hereby is meant, 
that one great tempter and ſeducer of 
mankind, called Satan, and the prince f 
evil ſpirits. This is that evil being, by 
whom our Lord is ſaid to have been 
tempted in the wilderneſſe. Matt. iv. 1. 
Then was Jeſus led up of the Spirit, to be 
tempted of the devil. Mark i. 12. And be 
was there in the wy JOY * 8 
ed of Satan. 

There is therefore but one evil f per 


meant by that word in ſeripture: and 
wherever we have it in our tranſlation in 
the plural number, the original word is 
demons. For inſtance: 1 Cor. x. 20. 
Now I ſay, that the things, which the Gen- 
tilt ſacrifice, they ſacrifice to devils,” not to 
God. The original word is demons. [Amps 
11s. Aman fo throughout that context the 
word demons ſhould be put in the tranſſa- 
8 tion, 


44 
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Disc. tion, in tlie room of that which we have. 
II. 27 cannot drink the. cup of the: Lord, and 
wo cup f demons.” Ye cannot be partakers 


of the Lord's table, and the table of demons. 


This is a exact and NW verſion wag 


that place We 
For ſeedling! this matter; and "a ging 


full ſatisfaction to ſuch as are not able to 


conſult the original language of the New- 


Teſtament, I would take notice of a few 
more places. Matt. x. 8. Our Lord ſaid 


to the diſciples, when he ſent them forth 


from him: Heal the fick, cleanſe tbe lepers, 


caſt out devils. In the Greek it is: Caſt 
out demons. Matt. xi. 27. F I by. Beelze- 
bub caſt out devils, by whom do your children 


caſt them out? It ſhould be rendred de- 
' mons. As alſo ver. 28. But if I caſt out 


devils :'\ rather. demons : by the finger of 
God, :then is the kingdom of God come unto 
yen. And what is ſaid of Marie Magdalen 


Luke viii. ſhould be thus rendred : Our of 


whom <went ſeven demons, And James ii. 19. 


Wan believeſt, that' there "is one Gad. The 


devils alſo believe, and tremble. OR os 
vio ee 1 

3. It is s ſomewhat difficult t to nein, 

| | > 6553962, What 
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what ought to be underſtood by the word DISC. 
demon, as uſed in the New Teſtament. II. 
It is likely, that many now by demons 
underſtand fallen angels. But at preſent 
our inquirie is, what was the meaning of 
the evangelical writers: in what ſenſe this 
word was uſed by them, and was uſed and 
underſtood by their contemporaries, or 
thoſe who lived in the times of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles. And though it may be dif- 
ficult to determine this point with full and 
abſolute certainty; yet there are ſome 
reaſons, which may diſpoſe us to think, 
they thereby meaned the ſouls of bad men. 
The word demon, uſed in the Goſpels, 
and in other parts of the New Teſtament, 
is very frequent in Greek authors. And in 
thoſe profane authors, as we call them, 
the word has various ſenſes. It ſometimes 
tet ( ) God himſelf, or the ſupreme 
Deity : 


© Of) (Email & i & Souneris moore, ve! bs os = 
ple, x. A. Ap. Diony. Hal. Antig. Roman. I. 10, cap. x. 

P. 60%. ed Hudſmr. And fee Cudivorth', Intellectual SMem. 
bo i. cb. iv. p. 26-263. edit. 1678. 

I ſhall tranſcribe here an article of an ancient lexicogra- 
"ey Whereby it appears, that in ancient Heathen Wri- 
ters god and ge mon are often uſed, as equivalent: and that 
Socrates, once at leſt, called the ſupreme governour of the 
world, the chief demon, Ot, x, 940i, Y Sdipoyes. Ou- 

199% 0! D by 
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Disc. Deity : ſometimes an inferior deity, and 


II. 


Paul defigned. to recommend to them, and 


3 thoſe genii, or lower orders of 
cui, of which ſome —_— god, 
others bal. 

in the New Teſtament the word. is 4 
Re SPA uſed in a bad ſenſe, to denote 
an evil, or impure ſpirit. Nevertheleſs in 
one place we may allow it to be taken in a 
was at Athens,. forme faid of him: He 


Jeemeth to be à ſetter forth of flrange gods : 
m the original, range demons. Evo Sameer 


r. Thoſe. perſons imagined, that St. 


introduce among them, the worſhip of 
ſome foreign derons, or gods of another 
eity and countrey, not regeiyed in their 
Cay As they were Heathens, they may 

be ſuppoſed to have uſed the word in 2 


7/8 dare dend, Sdtporas rand Sel. KA Ae 
I d 5% rarr ds uvC eiu, liquor JAuhera iroαανιαοα 
cr. EN Sh Ths dvTis xpures Td der, Y 70 F. 
140% F. Polluc. Onom. I. i. ſect. i. en Politic. T. 2. 


P. 27. F. Strran, | 


e e eee ee is_ at other 


times called the god of Socrates.  Marldya, & TaKgd rn. 


374 Hh -0v ali ts cours Indore yiynuodar, 
Platon. Euthyph. T. i. p. 3. 6. Vid. at Apal. Socr: p. 40. 4 
alibi. Maximus Tyrizs has two chapters, entitled in this 
manner. TI 73. Jauyuory aonghres. E714 A % TOKEA- 
Tus Sacuois: The chapter of Jpulcias upon the ſame 
ſubje& is entitled, De Deo Socratis. 

good 
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good ſenſe. But generally, for certain, DISc. 
in the New Teſtament, and ever fince, II. 

among all Chriſtian writers, the word has 
been uſed to denote an evil ſpirit. ; 
And there are remaining ſome. paſſages 
of ancient authors, which may be of no 
ſmall ſervice for aſſuring us, what was 
meant by this word among Jewith people, 
and by the writers of the New Teſtament. 
One is a paſſage of Joſepbus, the celebra · 
ted Jewiſh hiſtorian, who was contem- 
porarie with Chriſt's Apoſtles, He fays, 
That (g) demons are the ſpirits of wicked 
men, who enter into living men, and de- 
ſtroy them, unleſs they are ſo happy as to 
meet with ſpeedy relief. Another is a 
paſſage of Juſfin Martyr, a Chriſtian writer, 
born of Greek parents in the countrey of 
Samaria, who flouriſhed about the midle 
of the fecond centurie. He is arguing for 
a future ſtate, and among other things he 
there ſpeaks © (Y) of thoſe who are ſeiſed 
te. Ta Þ N Samirie, rata 2 monpoy i- 
giv &r0panuy wrdnare Tois Coo ao Suipuo, Y N- 
roa vv Cone pi TvſxdvorJas. De Bell. Jud. l. vii. 
c. 25. al. cp. vi. ſect. 3. | 
(hb) Kat u buy als Srodayir)wr MapCarizduer x praTe- 
Ab dvlipwrra, is Sanumvoxintes x; pairs v 
ardy]ec. Tuſtin. Ap. I. al. 2. p. 65, Par. 1620. p. 54. ed. 
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D1sc. and tormented by the ſouls of the dead, 


Ws 


whom all call demoniacs and madmen.” 


And there are many other (i) authors, to 
whom I AHA refer, as nnen g this 
opinion. 

This ſenſe of the wie may allo be 
argued from divers texts of the New Teſ- 
tament, ſome of which cn trons e 
quoted, 1 Cor. x. 20. The things, which 
the mo ſacrifice they Sacrifice to n 


= _— 76 4 f Toy Alg Jux: Inder, 9 
ur Seipords Ts 2 n pu eg 9 uns Tur . 
red dr % Tus Ts veigur, G rd gnα⁰i veeu T6 3 
Ui,, x. A. Pythagoras. Ap. Diog. Laert. in vita Pytha- 
gorar. a. 32. 5. 514. 

Plerique tamen ex Platonis magiſterio, daemones putant 
animas corporeo munere liberatas: laudabilium quoque vi- 
rorum aethereos daemones, improborum vero wer. 


Cbalcid. in Platon. Tim. cap. 135. P. 330. 


In Chry6/tom's time ſome demoniacs would ſay, chat they 
were poſſeſſed by the ſoul of ſuch; or ſuch a monk. Which 
muſt have been owing to a common opinion, that demons 
were the ſouls of dead men. Ti /, 571 6 Faquores At- 


vi01, 7% jorays Te Seve „ Ju. dul, N Cr de 


Lararv. Cane. 2. Tom, i. p. 728. 2 „. 


Arb, ene , os Ja tliord ec Pogo, 7 NJoxd Ty 


| bfives %. In Matt: hone. 28. al. 29. Tom. 7. 5. 336. C. 


He mentions it as the common opinion of meaner people 
in his time, that the ſouls of all who died a violent death, 
became demons. Ka} 33 ant #av dgrAicipey roh u- 
e. ide ues TeV B dard re r αανά Sdiporas 
yin. De La. Serm. 2. Tom. i. 5p. 727. E. 4a et Ter. 
null. De Anima. cap. 57. P. 335%9᷑[Ʒůũͤ 0 
N not 


mentioned in the New Teſſament. 49 


not to God. Now the Heathen deities, or D1sc. 
demons, to whom they offered ſacrifices, II. 
were not angels good or bad, of whom it 
does not appear, that the ancient Greeks and 
Romans had any notion, but departed 
heroes, or the ſouls of men, whom they 
reſpected, but whom the Jews, the wor- 
ſhipers and ſervants of the one God, al- 
ways conſidered as evil beings. 
Moreover, Heathen deities are often 
ſpoken of in the Old Teſtament, as dead 
men, or demons. Among directions given 
to the raelites, it is ſaid, Levit. xvii. 7. And 
they ſhall no more offer their ſacrifices 10 
devils ; or. demons. Which is the word in 
the ancient Greek tranſlation, made from 
the Hebrew before the time of our Sa- 
viour.. And Pſ. xcvi. 5. For all the gods of 
the- nations are idols. The ſame ancient 
Greek verſion, called that of the ſeventy 
Jewiſh Elders, render it. All the gods of the 
nations are demons ,. meaning dead men, or 
the ſouls of ſuch. Pſ. cvi. 35, Among oy 
the offenſes of the people of iſrael this is | 
reckoned up, when they forſook God, 
and turned idolaters, in imitation of the 
Heathens : They ſacrificed their ſons and 
{heir ry unto devils. It ſhould rather 
| 5 E be 


N 
N 
| 


We Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


Disc. be rendred demons. And that thereby is 


1 


meant dead men, or their departed ſpirits, 


is manifeſt from the ſame pſalm, ver. 28. 


They joined themſelves to Baal-Peor, and ate 
the ſacrifices of the dead. And herein is 
ſhewn the abſurdity of the Jewiſh people, 


when, inſtead of inquiring of God, they 


applied to Heathen idols, who were dead 
men, and incapable of giving any counſel. 
II. viii. 19. Should not a people ſeek unto 
their God 1 For the living to the dead How 


ſtrange is that conduct! What infatuation | 


Deut. xxxii. 15, But Feſhurun waxed fat, 


and provoked the Lord" to anger. They ſa. 


craficed to demons, not to God. 
The word demon therefore being uſed not 


only by Heathens themſelves, for their 


deities, but alſo, and that not ſeldom, in 
the ſacred ſcriptures : and Heathen deities 
being generally ſappoſed to be dead men, 
or departed ſpirits ; there is ſome reaſon to 
think, this is what is meant, when any are 
ſpoken of as under their influence. 

However, notwithſtanding the ſpeciouſ- 
neſſe of this argument, I chooſe to leave 
the point undecided, aud to ſubmit it to 
every one's Judgement to think, as he 


* 4 . 
% 
pe * 
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4. I would obſerve, that among the Jews D1sc, 
it was a general opinion, that neither the II. 
puniſhment of fallen angels, nor of bad 
men, was to be compleated, till the great 
day of the general Judgement, | 

Concerning the fallen angels, I before 
referred * to places in the ſecond epiſtle of 
St. Peter, and the epiſtle of St. Jude: where 
they are ſpoken of, as reſerved unto judge- 
ment, or unto the judgement of the great 

day. It is the ſame with regard to men. 

Therefore St. Peter ſays, 2 ep. iii. 7. The 
beavens and the earth, which are now, by the 
5 ſame wurd are hept in ſtore, reſerved unto 
fre, againſt the day 0 Judgement, and Per- 
dition of ungodly men 

Their punithinent therefore not being 
yet full and compleat, it was the opinion 
of many, that for ſerving the wiſe ends 
of Providence, ſome of theſe beings, both 
fallen angels, and the departed fouls of 


re men, were permitted to come abroad, out 
of hades, the receptacle of ſpirits, - 
i It was certainly the common opinion, 
ve (whether there was any ground for it, or 
he _ 
E 2 not,) 
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Dt 8c. not,) that (J) the region of our air was 

II. filled with inviſible beings. Chry/o/tor 

" reckons it among the favours of Providence, 

that (m) when the air is full of demons 

and adverſe powers, we do not diſcern 

them. For the fight of them might 

| frighten us out of our wits, if not to death. 
[| "Caffian (n) ſpeaks to the like purpoſe. The | 

| - great Euſebius of | Ceſarea ſuppoſed theſe 
| ' . F#pirits, or at leſt many of them, to be fallen ; 
| bw. ag He fays, that (o) when they | 


be" 5 Pere 2172 G afpwda FY Teo bee ms rd, E 
| ot} die Nee », F l, drr eig rd Vepregrie v vs ; 
| | vi He. Pac rt, wt 1 yiyarror 4vy ad, of ti 
£ | ohe, doi #Aard/por Daiuorts. 8 Apol. 
a 5. 1 . | 

(m) beo. Ab ds 3 aeg elena. TeTov 3 bea. 
* _  Weyrice Surduerss ei ber eTb7pe Jer au7oIs 7 G 
dau N aba. & ccc alu X; @TEpTh, d d Kisn- 
a ; 3x dv ndl; 8 IK 45 Nude; * in P/ 
xli. Tom. v. pP. 137. Ja, 
5 (* Tanta vero ſpirituum depfitats confipatus | aer 
7 iſte, qui inter coelum terramque diffuhditur, in quo non 
quieti, nom otiofi pervolitant: ut ſatis utiliter humanis aſ- 
pry eos providentia divina abſconderit, et ſubtraxerit, 


Caffien,, Coll. 8. rap. xii. . Bib. Pb. Jon, 7, 


WI & Eujcb, Dem, Ev. L. x. p. 502. C. D. x 

| 1 — + death ve Tors Juœc iet Xe, netoe * 
$itaig), x) ee oy Hyd, did deres, adi, 5. Xie 
ac of Od AN reοννντννP/H, Y HTO — 7 
r geg Ti H Hie db naht. vuHaei X <p 11 x » 
doeCtias Sauter, duet im, i Ae, xa- , y 


TeAghir. Eujeb, Pr. Ev. l. 7. c. 16. p. 329: 4 had 183, 
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had ſinned, and for their tranſgreflionD1sc. 
« were expelled the heavenly abodes; a II. 


« large part of them were thruſt into 
© hell, called the. abyſſe, and confined 
% there. Others of them were ſuffered 
to dwell near the moon, and in the 
region of the air, below the moon, and 
** near our earth.“ 

This alſo was a common opinion of the 
Heathen people concerning, 'their inferior 
deities, that they were in the air, near the 


earth. And \(p) they were ſuppoſed by 


N "Or Js yi D; Tues es 9 ara xb, 
agel „ud % Ari ala . Aue, x; 
24/Jojwy Coen Toad, Th TE I 3H drafupionor, x; 
Wn 1 7 KartwiCo oy ataduce Raienſis Praep. Ev. 
J. F. b. 181. B. 

Tols Tus 38 3 N Nalin, reßroc, 42 ay 8 T1. vie- 
on, x Tw LETIG, * Tols all rde se v, 
zalamts xuyes au beyt 2] Alxyu YivoyTas AA. Ler- 
rec: a' dy g unde 6 Tagre maphyor 'f, xabdagp Tivi 
Ajk@ aol eiegt]ar. Chr. de S. Babyla. Contr,” Julian. et 
Gentiles, Tom. 2, p. 558. 

-Nifi forte hoſtiarum deus animas devorat, aut ex aris 
nb &. Arnob. J. 7. 
in, p. 212. 

Ora 5 . FOES: yalewles Ty Kanva, x) * 1. 
vlan rau lu ihiclw teur, derb ra A, T dear 
xyj az vlinxa- AN % n ek R. Lucian. Prometh. 
7 i. p. 183. 4d. Graev. 

Vi. er idem de Sacrificiis. ib. p. 366. et Porphyr. de AbPt. 
1 2. cap. 42. p. 86. ed. Cantabr. et Arifloth. Aves. ver. 
183. ef ſeqq. et ver. 1515. et egg. ed. —_— 
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Disc. many to ſubſiſt in part by fumes of in- 
II. . cenſe, and the ſteams of ſlain beaſts offered 


to them in ſacrifice. 
To © theſe, whetlier fallen angels, or 


Naue of another kind, St. Paul (q) is 
thought to refer, when he ſays, Eph. vi. 


11, 12. Put on the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to fland againſt the wiles 
bf the devil, For we wreſtle not againſt 


fleſh and bloud : we contend not with men 


only: but againſt principalities, againſt 
powers, agarnſt the rulers of the darkneſſe of 
this world, againſt . ſpiritual wickedneſſe in 
high places : that is, againſt wicked ſpirits, 
that are in the upper regions above us, or 
in the. air, as he plainly expreſſeth it. ch. 
ü. 2. Wherein, in time paſt, ye walked, 
according to the courſe of this world, accord- 
ing to the prince of the power of the air. 
F. All theſe evil ſpirits, in general, (whe- 
ther fallen angels, or others,) were ſup- 
poſed to be in a ſubjection to Satan, or the 
Devil, who is their head and prince. At 
leſt this was the opinion. of the Jewiſh 
people, as will be ſhewn preſently. How- 
ever, it was fit to be mentioned here, And 
it appears from the texts of St. Fall 


( id. Euſeb. Pr. Ev. L 7. p. 329. D. 


* - 
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juſt cited. He deſires, that the Ephefians D18c, 
might be able to fland againſt the wiles of II. 


the devil. And then adds: For we wreſtle 
againſt principalities, and powers, and ſpi- 
ritual wickedneſſe in high places, They 
therefore were under him. And in the 
other place he ſpeaks expreſly of the prince 
of the power of the air, the ſpirit, that now 
worketh in the children of diſobedience : un- 
doubtedly meaning Satan, even him, who 
is the evil one by way of diſtinction, and 
the great tempter and ſeducer of mankind. 

6. Theſe evil ſpirits, or demons, (whe- 
ther fallen angels or ſouls of bad men,) 
were ſuppoſed to be, under Satan their 
head, the inſtruments of many afflictions 
and inconveniences to men in this mortal 
frame. 

This is evident from many places in the 
Goſpels, where thoſe unhappy perſons are 
mentioned, who are faid to have an unclean 
ſpirit, or to be poſſeſſed of devils, as we ſome- 
times render the word, but who would be 


more properly ſaid to be demoniacs, that is, 


affected by one, or more demons. I (hall 


remind you of ſeveral inſtances. 


Madneſſe, or diſtraction, is one evil, often 


aſcribed to them, This was the caſe of the 
E 4 '" "00S 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Dyke. two men at the tombs, who were exceed 
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Was 5 ing fierce, and one of them at leſt had been 


thus afflicted for a long ſeaſon, and when 
confined, and chained, had broken his 
| bands. This was one of the opprobrious 
reflections caſt upon our Saviour. John 
x. 20, 21. Many (r) of them ſaid: he has a 
| demon; and is mad. Why hear ye bim? 
. Others ſaid: Theſe are not the words of a 
demonidc. Can 4 demon mor the eyes of the 
Bund ? 

There are ſeveral other indiſpoſitions, 
which are aſcribed to them. Matt. ix: 32, 
* N Aud as they went out, they brought 
unto him, & dumb man poſſeſſed with a l 
literally, a dumb man, a demoniac : ayvewrov 
Xw@Pov Saurmonopuor, And when the demon 
was gone out, the dumb man mn ſpate, an the 
multitude marvelld. 

In the xii. chapter of this fame Golpe! 


ver. 22. and therefore, certainly, another 


caſe. "There was brought to him, a man 
poſſeſſed with' a devil," br 4 demontiac, 
Saufen gives, Blind 4% M, Arid be 
bealed bim: inſomuch that the "Blind and 
dumb both Hale and Hu, In St. Eule xi. 


05 Exityor 3 oak * Hl 2 ure 


n Jo; X. A. 


F 8 14. 


Tr.” 
*. 
1 p 
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14. the ſame miracle is thus related. And D1sc. 


he was caſting out a demon. And it came to 
paſs, when the demon was gone out, the dumb 
ſpake, and the people wondred. 
Mlagrk ix. 25. When Feſus ſaw, that the 
people came running together, he rebuked the 
unclean ſpirit, ſaying unto him : Thou dumb 
and deaf ſpirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. That is 
the young man, who was brought to the 
diſciples, when our Lord was on the 
mount, and they could not cure him. He 
was plainly: epileptical. And beſides, either 
conſtantly, or at left under the paroxyſms 
of his diſtemper, was deaf and dumb. 
Mark i. 23, 26. And there was in their 
ſynagogue a man with an unclean ſpirit. And 
be cried out, ſaying : Let us alone, what have 


we to do with thee, thou Feſus of Nazareth. 


And Jeſus rebuted him, ſaying : Hold thy 
peace, and come out of him. And when the 
unclean Spirit had torn him, and cried with a 
loud voice, he came out of him, This per- 
ſon, as I ſuppoſe every one may allow, had 
the epilepſie, or falling ſickneſſe, and it is 
aſcribed to an unclean ſpirit, The ſame 
hiſtorie is in Luke iv. 33.— 35. 
7 ene lg : e 


II. 
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Once more. Luke xiii. 11 —16. Ard 
behald, there was a awoman, which had a ſpirit 


of inſirmity eighteen years, and was bowed 


down, and could in no wife" lift up ler ſelf. 
And when Jeſus ſaw' her, be called ber to 
him, and ſaid unto her: Woman, thou art 
looſed from thy infirmity. The ruler of the 
ſynagogue pretending to take. offenſe, be- 


_ cauſe it was the ſabbath day, our Lord, be- 


fide other things, ſaid: Ought not this 
woman, being a daugbter , Abraham, 
whom. Satan has bound, lo, theſe eighteen 
years, to be looſed * _ bond on the ſab- 


bath day? 


Here Satan himſelf is conſidered, as 
the cauſe of this .infirmity : though, very 
frequently, theſe caſes are ſpoken of as et- 
fects of the malicious influences of demons. 


The reaſon is, that Satan is their prince 
and ruler, and what is done by inſtru- 


ments, or ſubjects, with the approbation 
of a ruler, or principal agent, is fitly 
aſcribed to him. 

And, not to mention any more perticu- 
lar inſtances, it ſeems, that the Jewiſh 
people ſuppoſed, Satan and his inſtru- 
ments, that is, demons, evil ſpirits, to be 


capable of infliting almoſt all ſorts of 


diſeaſes, 
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diſeaſes. St. Peter therefore, at the houſe PIs c. 
of Cornelius, as his diſcourſe is ſummarily II. 
rehearſed, Acts x. 31. ſays : You know, how — 


God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and with power : who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed 
by the devil. For God was with him. 

7. I muſt proceed to obſerve farther, for 
ſhewing the ſentiment of the Jewiſh people 
in our Saviour's time, that they ſuppoſed, 
the diſtempers, or torments, afflicted by 
evil ſpirits, might be removed, or cured. 
80 Yoſepbus ſaid in a paſſage cited above, 
that theſe evils were mortal. unleſs ſpeedy 
relief was obtained. 

Doubtleſs the Joy believed, that theſe 
inconveniences might be removed by the 
divine diſpoſal, and by a Prophet, ſpeaking 
in the name of God, who had power of 
working miracles. Therefore many, who 
believed Jefus to be a Prophet, and the 
Meſſiah, Prought ſuch caſes to him for 
- 

They likewiſe ſuppoſed, that demons 
might be exorciſed or adjured out of the 
bodies of men, of which they had taken 
poſſeſſion. St. Luke informs us, that at 
Bpbeſin certain of the vagabond Jews, ex- 


orciſts, 


* 
F 
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5 
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NR avail took, upon them to call aver chem that 


bad evil ſpirits. the name of the Lord Feſus, © 
ſaying :  T aqjure you by Feſus, _ Paul 
preacbetb. AQs nz. | 
Ik is likely, that from the =_ 
which they had ſeen wrought by Paul, 
thoſe exorciſts hoped for better fucceſle by 
making uſe of the name of | Jeſus, than 
by their common forms and ee of 


4 exorcilm. 


That e were 6 od. by: the Je 2 
we are expreſsly aſſured () by Joſephus. He 


ſpeaks, as if Same bad. left »fome. pre- 


. ſcriptions for theſe caſes, and directed to 


the uſe of herbs and roots, OM would be 


of great advantage. 


I have now * were —— Jewiſh 
Ente en upon this head in the time of 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and Wehe 
books of the New Teſtament were writ. 

8. It is fit, I ſhould add, that there were 


demoniacs likewiſe among the Heathens 


about the ſame time: that is, there were 


many among them, who had indiſpoſi- 


: ky aun, 7 16 kh. * 4 


tions, which were reputed to be n to 
the influence of demons... .. +. 
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Some learned men have denied, or over- DIS c. 
looked this. They have gone upon a ſup- 
poſition, that ſuch caſes were to be found 
among the Jews only, and in their own 
countrey. But that is manifeſtly a miſtake, 
as may be ſhewn from the New Teſtament 
itſelf, Matt. xv. 21, 22. Then Jeſus went 
thence, and g into the coaſts of Tyre 
and Sidon. And behold, a woman of Ca. 
naan came out of the ſame coaſts, and cried 
unto him, ſaying : Have mercie on me, o 
Lord, thou ſor of David. My daughter is 
grievouſly vexed with a demon: St. Mark 

has the ſame hiſtorie, ch. vii. 24. 26. And 
thence he aroſe, and went into the borders of 
Tyre and Sidon. And 4 certain woman, 
whoſe young daughter had an unclean ſpirit, 
heard of him, and came, and fell at his 
feet: [the woman was a Greek, a Syropbe- 
nician by nation :] and fhe beſought him, that 
he would taft forth the demon out of her 
daughter. And ver. 29, 30. And be ſaid 
unto ber: the demon is gone out of thy daugh- 
ter. And when ſhe was come to her houſe, 
ſhe found the demon gone out, and ber __ 
ter laid upon the led. 
The affair at Epheſus, juſt taken notice 
of, is another proof. The young maiden 
| NY COTS at 


Dis c. at Philippi, who had a ſpirit of divination, 


II. is a third inſtance. Acts. xvi. 16, 18. 
Many proofs of this might be alledged 
from Heathen * writers. But I forbear to 
toes of them. 
\ Undoubtedly, — was a Si be- 
| —— Jews and them in ſome reſpects. 
The Jews thought all demons in general 
to be evil and unclean. But the Heathens 
eſteemed many demons to be good. For 
they were among their . deities, And 
therefore in ſome caſes they might the 
more reſpect ſome people for having a de- 
mon, though the patient himſelf was un- 
happy. - However, it is certain, that there 
were among the Heathens at this time 
= eee 
which * aibed to demons. 


N aw made good 3 in 
this gent. The next thing to be 
inquired into is, what is the moſt reaſon- 
able opinion concerning theſe caſes, But 
tte be reſerved men. E 

* See an Enquiry, and a further Enquiry into tht meaning 
of demiiniacs in the Now Teſtament. See likewiſe My. W. 


Malone Enquiry into the as eee 
the Heathenz, p. 231. 233. and elſewhere, 


occaſion, 


mentioned in the New Teflamont. 


occaſion, as ſome of old did, who were Disc. 
witneſſes of our faviour's miracles, 20 praiſe II. 
God, who had given ſuch power unto men. 


Matt. ix. 8. Says the Evangeliſt : When the 


even was come, they brought unto him many 


demoniacs. And be caſt out the ſpirits with 
his word, and healed all that were fick, That 
it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken by 
Eſaias the Prophet, ſaying : Himſelf took 
our infirmities, and bare our fickneſſes. Matt. 
viii. 16, 17. 

The like gift did Jeſus confer upon his 
diſciples. He gave them power againſt un- 


clean ſpirits, to caſt them out, and to heal all 


manner of fickneſſe, and all- manner of diſ- 


eaſe. Matt. x. 1, Which power they diſ- 


played in the moſt honorable manner after 
his aſcenſion, And it was a great benefit 
to the men of that age to have their 
| diſeaſes ſo cured. But the principal uſe, 


and the greateſt benefit of thoſe won- 


derful works, both to the men of that 
time, and to us, is, that they aſcertained 
and confirmed the excellent and important 
doctrine of the goſpel : which is ſo ſuited 
to emprove and exalt our minds, to cure 
evil affections, and deliver us from the ma- 
lignant influence of all the ſnares and 
temptations of Satan, and this evil world. 


Which 


* 


II. 


ſfckneſſes, nor ſorrows: 
men, nor evil ſpirits, ſhall enter; where 


The Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


Disc. Which if we overcome, we ſhall in the 
end attain to a world, where there are no 


where no evil 


good men of all ages ſhall be united in one 
happy and glorious Een and ſhall be 


forever with the Lord. 
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DISCOURSE 1I. 


M ARK V. 19. 


CCC 


unio him: Go home to thy friends, and tell 


.. them, hgw great things the Lord has done 
far thee, and hath had compaſſion on thee. 


the truth, or what idea we ought to form 
of thoſe unhappy perſons, who in the 
New Teſtament are ſpoken of as having 
an unclean ſpirit, 

Here Icertainly intend to ſpeak my mind 
1057 and to ſhew plainly what appears 
to me to be the truth, Nevertheleſs I 
am under little, or no apprehenſion of 
giving offenſe : partly, becauſe I think, I 


may relye upon the candour of thoſe who 


hear me: partly, becauſe I do not deſire 
to n= a — ſentiment upon any. 
| F All 


E now proceed to the third head Drsc, 
WY of diſcourſe, under which we III. 


are' to conſider, what is really ING | 


% 


66 


The Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


Disc. All are at liberty to judge for themſelves, 
III. when: they have heard and conſidered 


what may be ſaid on one fide, or another. 


For no one opinion concerning theſe caſes 


is like thoſe articles of faith: that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, that he lived and died in 
Judea, and roſe again, and aſcended into 
heaven, and will come again to judge men 


according to their works: or, that he and 


his ' Apoſtles wrought many wonderful 
works of an extraordinarie nature. 
Whether the indiſpoſitions, that theſe 
perſons laboured under, were owing to the 
influence of evil ſpirits, or not, the cure of 


them was miraculous, Nor is the miracle 


at all-lefſened by ſuppoſing them to be 
only grievous and long. continued. bodily 
W. The () SIS the human 


frame, 


ien les dn b, tanks of the pen pose, to 
command an inferior to depart one's preſence, which if he 
refuſes. to-do, one can turn him out, whether he will, or 
not? or to correct the Juices and ſolids of a diſordered 


body, and regulate it's motions by a word? There ſeems 


to be no compariſon in the inſtances of power. And there- 


fore I think it more to the credit of the miracle, and 


more to our Saviour's glorie, to have cured. the unhappy 


people, in the manner by me contended for, than in the 


other.” _ Further Enquiry into the n of * in 
the N.T. SRI | Ws 


mentioned in the New Teſtament, 67 


frame, all on a ſudden, which had been Drs c. 
before greatly diſordered, is at leſt as great III. 
a work, as commanding an evil ſpirit, to 
leave the body, or any other particular 
place. | 

"Were I to attempt to repreſent the diſ- 

plays of the divine perfections in the works 

of nature, and the more conſpicuous parts 

of the viſible creation, and to obſerve the 
greatneſſe, the number, the wonderful diſ- 
poſition, and regular order and motions of 

the heavenly bodies: ſhould I do this 
upon the ground of the now prevailing 
ſcheme of modern philoſophie; it is 
likely, it would give no offenſe to any: 
though the preſent ſcheme is very diffe- 

tent from the ſentiment of the ancients: 

and though there are divers texts of Scrip- 

ture which ſuppoſe, or countenance the 
opinion, that prevailed in ancient times. 


We jun, ſays the Pſalmiſt, is as a bride- 


Ils penchent a croire, que leurs maladies Etoient na- 
turelles, mais que les cauſes en etoient inconnues. Cette 
opinion ne me ſcandaliſeroit point. La raiſon en eſt, que 
les miracles de N. S. qui les gueriſſoit n'en ſont que 
plas grands. Car que des etres intelligens obeiſſent au 
commandement de J. C, cela n' eſt pas fi miraculeuſe, que 
de commander à des maladies, et de les faite ceſſer par un 


limple ordre. Beauſobre Remargques ſur le N. T. p. 14- 
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u Caſe of the Demmiaes, 


Disc. groom; | coming out of bis chamber, and re- 
HI. 7oiceth:as ' a' firong man to run a race. His 


1 going forth is from the end of the heaven, and 


hes' circuit unto the ends of it. Pi. xix. 5. 6. 
Again: He bas appointed the moon for 
ſeaſons, and the fun knows his going down. 
Pſ. cv. 19. And in ver. 5 of the ſame 
Pfalm, it is ſpoken of as one of the won- 


detful works of God, that he has laid the 


Foundations of the tartb, ſo e openings 
be removed forever. © 
| Yet it is now generally end that 
the fan is the fixed centre of our grand 
ſyſtem, and that the earth, beſide it's diur- 
nal rotation about it's own axis, makes an 
annual revolution about the ſun. 
The ancient Chriſtians, and others, almoſt 
univerſally ſuppoſed, that our earth is a flat, 
with here and there riſing hills and moun- 
tains. © And could by no means allow, that 
there-were any inhabitants in that-part of 
the earth, which was oppoſite to them- 
ſelves. We think the earth to be globoſe, 


and find no difficulty to believe, that! it is 


inhabited all round, on every fide. 
Nor do we judge thoſe to have been 
enemies to mankind, or to the Sacred 


h ee, Who bare taken pains to * 
ute 


mentioned in the New Teftament. 69 


fute and overthrow the once eſtabliſhed D1sc. 
opinions, and to ſhew, that the Scriptures, III. 
without deciding any thing in thoſe points, 24.2 ona 
only uſe-the common way of ſpeaking, 

If the like ſhould be attempted by any 
with regard to ſome ancient opinions, con- 
cerning the ſuppoſed agence of evil ſpirits; 
I preſume, there would be no reaſon to be 
offended, provided their ſentiment be mo- 
deſtly propoſed, and with a view to pro- 
mote knowledge among Chriſtians, 

The opinions . of modern interpreters, 

8 other Chriſtians, concerning the caſe of 
thoſe, who are ſpoken of as having unclean 
ſpirits, you may remember were theſe two: 
one, more generally received, which allows, 
that they. were real poſſeſſions : ' the other 
leſs common, that they were mere bodily 
diſeaſes, and indiſpoſitions: though it was 
then the prevailing opinion, that thoſe diſ- 
orders - were cauſed by evil ſpirits. And 
thoſe perſons, and their friends, attributing 
theſe diſorders to Satan, and demons under 
him, our Saviour often adapts his expreſ- 
ſions to that opinion, without countenan- 
cing, or approving it. 

| That this laſt mentioned is the more juſt 

| and probable account of theſe caſes, may 


F 3 appear 
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The Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


Disc. appear from ſeveral conſiderations, which I 


III. 


ſhall now propound to you. 
1. It having been in thoſe times a very 


common opinion, that there were many 
evil ſpirits in the region of the air; it is 


not at all ſtrange, that many people ſhould 
live under apprehenſions of ſuffering from 
them. . 8 
And many might be induced to aſcribe 
to ſuch ſpirits, and to their power and in- 
fluence, ſeveral indiſpoſitions, and other ca- 
lamities that befell them. Moreover ſome 
perſons of a ſpeculative and philoſophical 
temper might think it beſt to cheriſh this 
opinion among the people, with a view to 
ſubſerve divers ends and purpoſes, which 
they deemed innocent and uſeful: one of 
which might be promoting the belief of 
the exiſtence of ſpirits, or inviſible beings. 
Some there were, as the Sadducees among 


the Jews, who denied the exiſtence of an- 


gels, and the ſouls of men after death. 
The Phariſees therefore, and ſome others, 
might lay hold of, and encourage the no- 
tion, that many bodily diſorders were owing 


to evil ſpirits, the better to ſecure the per- 


ſuaſion of their real exiſtence. For effects 
cannot be without cauſes. If ſuch affect- 
| 5 1 ing 


eres g g. 3 8 . 


ww * we SH. * * 


mentioned in the Neu Teſtament. 


ing diſorders proceeded from ſpirits, they Di sc. 
III. 


have a being, though they are not viſible. 


This therefore may in ſome meaſure 


help us to account for the prevalence of 
this opinion, though it had no good foun- 
dation. 
2. I obſerve, ſecondly, that the chief 
foundation of the opinion, of real poſſeſ- 
ſions, may be called in queſtion. - 

By the principal foundation of this opi- 


nion I mean the ſuppoſition of the liberty 


of evil ſpirits, either bad angels, or others, 
to rove about near this earth, in the region 
of the air, 


The Jewiſh people might be in the 


right, in ſuppoſing, that neither the pu- 
niſhment of the fallen angels, nor bad men, 
was compleated before the day of general 
judgement. But does it thence follow, that 


till that time they were at liberty to go 


where they thought fit, and to do all the 
miſchief they pleaſed, or were able to exe- 
cute ? St. Jude ſpeaks indeed of the fallen 


angels being reſerved unto judgement, But 


how? It is under confinement. His words 


are ver. 6. And the angels which kept not 


their firſt eflate, but left their own habitation, 
eq F 4 be 
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0 72 me Cofe Ll the Demoniacs, 

Disc. he zur reſerved i in everlaſting chains under 

2 UI. darkneſſe, unto the judgement of the great day. 
And St Petar: God Jpared not the angels that 
fell, but delivered them into chains of dark- 
eſe, to be «apa unto judgement. 2 2 Ep. 
I, 4. 
However, -oflibly, this argument may not 
be reckoned concluſive. For though many 
of the fallen angels are ſo confined, yet 

the expreffions of St. Jude and St. Peter 

need not to be underſtood abſolutly, and 
univerſally, For Satan is ſpoken of as our ad. 
verſarie, like a roaring lion, walking about, 
ſeeking whom he may, devour. 

That therefore is all, which I have choſen 
to fay : that the principal foundation of this 
tpinion may be called in queſtion : not intending 
to deny the liberty of Satan, and ſome other 
evil angels, to tempt and annoy men, with 
the divine permiſſion. At the ſame time I 
perceive not any clear evidence of the per- 
miſhon of. ſuch numbers. of evil angels to 
act upon this earth, as the common opinion 
ſuppoſes. wie 

But if by demons be meant bine evil ſpi- 
| rits, different from fallen angels, then the 
ſuppoſition of their liberty ſeems to be all- 

| together without 6 In If. Ixiii. 

16. 


mentioned in the New Teftament. 


16. the Jewiſh people are introduced by Disc. 
the Prophet, owning, that Abraham was III. 
ignorant of | them, and that Iſtael did mW 


acknowledge them. If good men are not 
allowed after death to concern themſelves 


in the affairs of this world, not ſo much as 


of their own deſcendents ;. how can it be 
reaſonable to think, that bad men are per- 
mitted after death, to concern themſelves 
in our affairs, for injuring and tormenting 
us! 

3. Allowing evil ſpirits the liberty, juſt 
mentioned, and alſo the power of inflict- 
ing ſome evils on men; it does not fol- 
low that ever there were any poſſeſſions, 
in the ſtrict and groſs ſenſe of the word: 
that is; evil ſpirits, actuating and inhabiting 
the bodies of living men upon this earth. 

4- It does not appear, that the common 


opinon of poſſeſſions has any ſupport and 


countenance in the Old Teſtament, 

Satan, it is true, is there repreſented as 
the great enemie and ſeducer of mankind, 
He tempted Job, and was permitted to 
bring upon him divers loſſes, and calami- 
dies. Still his power received farther en- 
t. And then Satan went forth 


from the preſence of the Lord, and ſmote 
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The Caſe of tle Demomiacs, 


Disc. om with ſore: boils from the ſole of his foot 


III. 


2 , 


even unto his crown. Job i ji. 7. Here is a 
particular . caſe, and it is very affecting. 


But yet it comes not up to poſſeſſion: 


ſeizing the body of a man, diſcompoſing 
his mind, and ang * at will and 
pleaſure. 1 4 

1 Sam. xvi. 14. It is faid of Saul that 
an evil ſpirit, from the Lord troubled him: 
that is, he contracted a melancholic habit 
and diſpoſition. For it was often ſoothed 
by muſick. Said his attendents: Let our 


Lord now command bis ſervants to ſeek out a 


man, who-ts a feilful player on a harp. And 
3t ſeall'come to paſs, that when the evil ſpirit 


from God is upon thee, that be ſhall play with 


his band, and thou ſhalt be well. David 2 
ſent for. And it came to paſi, when the 
evil ſpirit. from God was upon Saul; that 
David took an harp, and played with his 
hand. So Saul was ręfreſbed, and was well, 
4 the evil ſpirit departed from lim. | 
Neither this, then, nor any thing elſe 
e in the Old Teſtament, that I 
can recollect, countenanceth the ſuppoſition 
of that terrible caſe, which ſeems to be 
e in the real A of evil Lights: 


E6“X. — 


And 


mentioned in the New 7 eflament. 75 


And it is not unreaſonable to conclude D Is c. 

hence, that (x) the notion of poſſeſſions III. 
was received by the Jews from the Chal- 
dean or Greek Philoſophers, after the ſhut- 
ting up of the canon of the Old Teſta- 
ment by the ancient Prophets. 

5. We find not any inſtances of poſleſ- 
fions by good angels, or other good ſpirits. 
Why then ſhould poſſeſſions by evil ſpirits 
be allowed of? Can it be reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that Divine Providence would 
permit evil ſpirits to have more power to 
do evil, than others have to do good ? 

There has been an opinion, maintained 
by ſome, that every man has a tutelar, or 
guardian angel, Others have ſuppoſed, 
that every man has two angels attending 

Him, one good, the other bad : each ſug- 
geſting to him counſels and warnings, ac- 
cording to their ſeveral diſpoſitions, one 
wiſhing his welfare, the other waiting for 
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() The Jews ſeem to have received ſome additional 
notions concerning evil ſpirits, and their operations, from 
the Chaldeans, and, after their return from the captivity, 
to have. aſcribed many diſeaſes and diſorders to theſe in- 
viſible agents, beſides thoſe, which were not to be ac- 
counted for by natural cauſes.” Remarks on Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory. Vol. i. p. 243. So ſays Dr. Fortin, though he 
allows, that there were real demoniacs. See there. p. 14. 
and 190. ; 
his 


Das: CES halting 


De Caſe of the Demoniacs, 
But 'theſe opinions, (though 


Uh, * deſtitute of all good authority,) do not 


amount to the thing, which we are ſpeak- 
ing of. Nor are they by wy means ſo un- 
— | | 
6. Poſſeſſion by evil fairies is a W in 
itſelf abſurd and impoſſible, at the leſt un- 
reaſonable, and improbable, and not to be 
ſuppoſed, unleſs there be clear and full 
proof of it. Which, I think, there is 
Man conſiſts of ſoul and body. And it 
; - ſeems to be unſuitable to the wiſe methods 
of Providence, that other ſpirits ſhould 
enter into any man, without his conſent, 
and actuate and govern him. There is @ 
ſbirit in man, and lie inſpiration of the A. 
mighty giveth him underftanding. Job. xxxii. 
8. The ſpirit of a man will fuſtain his in- 
firmity, but a wounded ſpirit who can bear ? 
Prov. xvii. 14. The ſame wiſe, man ſpeaks 
of the ſpirit of a man, that goeth upward. 
Ec. iii. 21. And St. Paul : What man 
knoweth the things of à man, fave the ſpirit 
of man that is in him. 1 Cor. ii. 11. Ire- 
fer alſo to Matth. x. 28. 1 Theſ. v. 23. 


de nuit gon Mate i, 0. gud Af l. 


2 Tim. 


mentioned in the. New Teftament. 


2 Tim. iv. 22. Heb. xii, g. not now to Dice. 


take notice of any other places. 
The Scripture therefore in agreement 
with reaſon, and - the general perſuaſion 
of mankind, ſuppoſes one ſoul or ſpirit in a 
man. And for other ſpirits to ſubſiſt there- 
with, and to controll and actuate all his 


| powers and members, is an incongruity, 


that ought not to be admitted. 
7. Real poſſeſſions ſeem inconſiſtent with 
the goodneſſe of Gd. 


I fay, it ſeems to be inconſiſtent with 
che wiſdom and goodneſſe of the divine 
government, to allow of poſſeſſions, in the 
groſs meaning of the word. If indeed, 
chere were any clear and undeniable evi- 


dences of ſuch a thing, we ſhould be will⸗ 


ing to do our beſt, to reconcile it to wiſ- 
dom and goodneſſe. But as there is not, 
that I know of, any clear and undoubted 
evidence of this fact, and the thing appears 
to be very ſtrange and ſhocking ; I appre- 
hend, we may ſay, it appears to be incon- 


ſtent with dhe würdam and goodneſs of 


God. 
For let any man think with himſelf, if 


it be not a ſtrange, and hard caſe, for a 
man to be put into the power of evil 
4 Mens ſana in corpore ſano. 


ſpirits: 
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Disc. ſpirits: or for apoſtate angels, or other im- 
III. pure and wicked ſpirits, one or more of 


them, to be allowed to take poſſeſſion of 
him, and to teaze and torment him, as 


they think fit. Is this ſuited to that ſtate 


of trial, in which we now are? Such un- 
happy perſons,” it is true, are not caſt into 
hell, nor fixed in a ſtate of damnation. 


But apoſtate angels, or other infernal 


ſpirits, are ſuppoſed to be permitted to 
come to him, ſeize on him, torment, and 
diſtreſs him, and that for wins: 470g to- 
_— 5 
Is this a ſuppoſition, chat ſhould be eaſily 
45 or allowed of? Can we fairly re- 
concile this to the wiſdom and 3 of 
che divine government ? | 

Beſides, from many things ſaid in the 
Goſpels it appears, that divers of the per- 


ſons, there ſpoken of as having evil ſpirits, 
were not the worſt of -men. Yea for any 


thing we can perceive, divers of them 


were honeſt, virtuous perſons. And ſome 


had labored under thoſe diſtempers, com- 


monly aſcribed to evil ſpirits, from their 


youth, or from childhood, before they can 


be ſuppoſed to have been guilty of great 
and — 1 


This 
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This argument, if it does not hold Di sc, 
againſt the ſuppoſition, that evil ſpirits may III. 
be ſometimes permitted to inflict diſeaſes. Y 
certainly has a good deal of force againſt 
poſſeſſions, eſpecially in the groſs ſenſe, in 
which they have been underſtood. and 
allowed of by ſome in late times. ; 
8. Another argument againſt polielions 
ariſes from the manner, in which the per- 
ſons, ſaid to have unclean ſpirits, ſpeak 'of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - + 
For ſuch perſons did often bear an ho- 
norable teſtimonie to our Lord. Luke iv. 
41. And demims alſo came out of many cry- 
ing out, and ſaying : Thou art the Chriſt, the 
Sen of God. But it is incredible, that Sa- 
tan, or any other evil ſpirits, under his in- 
fluence and direction, ſhould freely and 
chearfully bear witneſſe to our Lord, as the 
Chriſt. * 
When the Phariſees ted hid; and 
ſaid, that he caſt out demons by Beelze- 
bub, the prince of demons, our Lord con- 
futed that reflection and charge by ſhewing, 
that the thing was very unlikely. So in 
Matt. xii. 25. 28. and elſewhere, - For 
the doctrine taught by our Lord being con- 
trarie to the kingdom and intereſt of Satan, 
it 


1 
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Drse; it was altogether improbable, that ſo ſubtle 

III. and malicious a ſpirit n 
uin ser che ſupport of it, . 

In like manner is it incredible, that any 
unclean ſpirits ſhould chearfully bear teſ- 
timonie to Jeſus, as the Chriſt, . the Son of 
God. Therefore that profeſſion, or de- 
claration, did not proceed from ſuch ſpirits, 

but from the unhappy, diſeaſed perſons, 
who under their melancholic affections, 
thought themſelves to have demons, in 
rm 
they had not. 1 07 
This . way of 
accounting for this matter, than to ſuppoſe, 
that evil ſpirits openly profeſſed Jeſus to be 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, | 
Indeed this appears to we very forcible 
argument. I have been ſometimes apt to 
think, that this conſideration has been 
overlooked by learned and pious men, who 
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have fo readily admitted real poſſeſſions. the 
However, it may be here ſaid, that St. 
poſſchly this teſtimonie was not free and vo- acc 
luntarie, but conſtrained and compelled, WI 
To. which I anſwer, that this cannot be 2 
c 


faid with good reaſon. Our Lord certainly 
| — HNTID00! VrC:eſ7 OP} 
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umonie to him, and ſpeak ſo of him. D1sc. 


For he never received it, but diſallowed of III. 
— 


it, and checked it: though afterwards, 
when thoſe perſons were by his mighty 
power delivered from the indiſpoſitions, 
under which they had labored, he was not 
unwilling, that they ſhould bear vitneſſe 
to him, as we ſee in the caſe before us. 


He bid the man go home to his friends, and 


tell them,” how great things the Lord had 
done for bim, and had compaſſion on bim. 
9. All thoſe perſons who are ſpoken of 
as having demons, or an unclean ſpirit, 
had ſome bodily indifpoſition. Nor does 
it appear clearly from their hiſtorie, that 
there was any thing beſide ſuch —__ 
ſition. 

That all theſe people had fome bodily 
indifpoſtion, is manifeſt; and cannot be 


denied by any. Some labored under di- 


ſtraction, as the men in the countrey of 
the Gauurent. Others had other diſorders. 
St. Peter, Acts x. 38. gives this general 
account of our Lotd's miraculous works. 
Who went about dung good, and HEALING all 


that were oppreſſed by the devil. Therefore 


they who were ſuppoſed to be under the. 
E. ee of Satan, had diſtempers, Which 


G our 
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Dis c. Lord healed. Obſervable are the words of 


St. Matthew. ch. iv. 24. And bis fame 


een throughout all Syria, and they brought 


unto him all fick people, that were taken with 
divers difeaſes, and torments, and thoſe which 


were poſſeſſed of demons, or demoniacs, and 
thoſe that were lunatic, and thoſe that had 


2 falt, and be HEALED them. 

+. Theſe perſons therefore are reckoned vp 
among other ſick people, and they are ſaid 
to be ale or cured by the Lord Jeſus, 
when brought to him. 

Nor does it appear from the hiſtoric of 
theſe caſes, that there was any thing more 
than bodily indiſpoſitions, and that diſcom- 
poſure of mind, which uſually digs Of 
nies them. 


Let us obſerve the hiſtorie of the young 


man, fiſt brought. to the diſciples; when 


our Lord was in the mount, and then to 
himſelf, when he was come down, and is 
related by the firſt three Evangeliſts. 
Matt. xvii. 14. 5. Aud when, 
were come down to the multitude, . came 
to him a certain man, fneehng down. to bim, 
and Jayrng Lord have mercie on ny ſeon, 
for le 1s. lunatic, and ſore vexed, Far oft» 
times be Jalleth into 1 * and oft into the 


Water. 
. 
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water. And I brought him to thy diſciples, D Is c. 
and they- could not cure him. III. 
That is the whole deſcription of be 
caſe. But undoubtedly the affliction was 
ſuppoſed to be owing to an evil ſpirit. 
Therefore the cure is thus related by the 
ſame Evangeliſt. And Jeſus rebuked the 
demon, and he departed out. of him, and the 
child was cured from that very bour,. ver. 18, 
In the deſcription, then, of this di- 
ſtemper, which appears to have been the 
epilepſie, or falling ſickneſſe, the parent 
ſays, his child was lunatic, and fore wexed : 
that is, his diſtemper was influenced by the 
changes of the moon, and the fits, or pa- 
toxyſms, were very violent, and more 
violent at ſome ſeaſons than others. And 
does it not uſe to be ſo in ſuch caſes? 
What neceſſity is there, then, for the ſup- 
poſition of the agence, or interpoſition of 
evil ſpirits? WT, 
In Mark ix. 17. 18. the ſame caſe is re- 
preſented i in this manner. One ꝙ the mul- 
titude anſwered : I have brought unto thee. * 
my ſon, which| bas @ dumb ſpirit. And 
he taketh him, he foameth, and 
gnaſheth. with his teeth, and pineth away. 
view: G 2 And 
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Disc. And I fpake to thy diſciples, that they fhould ne 
III. caſt him out, and they could not. ver. 20. a 
ane Au when be 
Jaw him, flraitway the ſpirit tare him, and ge 
he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. by 
It was a grievous epilepſie, a dangerous in- * 
diſpoſition, the convulſions were ſometimes 
extremely violent, ſo that the Nag w 
had begun to pine away," m 
In St. Lake; ch. ix. 38, 39. the parent 
fays: Maſter, T befeech thee, look upon my pr 
fon, for be is my only child. And bo a ſpirit : 
taketh bim, and be ſuddenly cries out, and it ha 
teareth him, that be foameth again, and ca 
r him, | hardly depurteth from bim. tic 
42. And at be wal her coming,” the de- re: 
mon 50 him doum, and tare bim. And an 
Jeſus rebuked the ane ſpirit, and healed 11 
the child, "ond rip A y-_ to bs | 
father.” 057 
It was a "64 epiteptical diſcaſe./ The ve 
convulſions were very violent. The fits ob 
were ſometimes ſevere, and long: inſo- H. 
much that his friends feared, he would os 
never get out of them, but dye away in th 
them, A thing not uncommon till in & 
_ caſes,” And yu we do not now, ge- he 


J nerally, 
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nerally, introduce evil ſpirits as the cauſes D1sc. 


of them. 

This, however, was a grievous and dan- 
gerous epilepſie. And the cure performed 
by our Lord was a great and ' gracious 
work. f | 

10, There were ſome in ancient times, 
who were of opinion, that thoſe called de- 
moniacs, were diſeaſed only. 

Undoubtedly, the other was the more 
prevailing opinion, but not univerſal, 
The Sadducees among the Jews muſt have 
had different apprehenſions about theſe 
caſes, But I chooſe not to take any par- 
ticular notice of men, who were ſo un- 
reaſonable, as to deny the exiſtence of 
angels, and ſeparate fpiritss See Acts. 

I ſhall however obſerve what is ſaid by 


Origen, who lived about two hundred 
years after our Lord's aſcenſion, in his 


commentarie upon St. Matthew's Goſpel. 
He is treating of the miracle wrought by 


our Lord upon the young man, brought 
to Chriſt by his father, after he was 


come down from the mount, of which 
we ſpoke juſt now. Origen himſelf be- 
lieved the influence of demons in ſuch 


13 caſes. 
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Dise. caſes. But he ſays, © That (y) Phyſicians 


II. 


endeavoured to account for them in a na- 
tural way: not allowing the agence of any 
impure ſpirits, but calling them bodily dia 
ſtempers.” So ſaid Phyſicians in thoſe 
times. And they muſt be reckoned as' good 


judges as any, 


Pſetimm, a Sn ed Heathen Philoſo- 
pher, who flouriſhed about the midle of 


the third centurie, blames ſome, who (2) 


afcribed' to demons diſeaſes, which, as he 
fays, " tray? be accounted for in an ordinarie 


Way, and indeed are owing to fatigue, 


exceſſe, indige tion, and other cauſes either 
er or external, and are oftentimes 


* 


And Phils WIR an eccleſiaſtical hiſto- 


rian, at the begining of the fifth centurie, 


mentions (a) one Prjdonius, a leafned 


Mt TP" 


of 50 tree ws zun „ e ee arts und Ad- 
bade wid ha TI) voull e, Y ve, d c; . 
«dy ovunioua. xa. In Maith. Tom. xiii, Vol. i. p. 311. 
Hutt. Vol. 3. p. 577. Bened. 
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Phyſician, whom he knew, who aſcribed DIs c. 
all the bad ſymptoms of thoſe called de- III. 
moniacs to natural cauſes, and did not * 
believe, that demons had power to torment 
men, though he did not deny their ex- 
iſtence. That Pofidonius ſeems. to have 
been a Chriſtian. 

I might ſhew, that this has likewiſe 
been the opinion of ſome judicious, and 
thoughtful, and pious men of late times. 

But as I ſuppoſe you to be rather determi- 
ned by reaſon than authority, I forbear to 
inſiſt on their judgement. 

1 therefore would recommend to your 
- conſideration the obſervations, which have 
been now mentioned. Which ſeem to me 
to render it very probable, that the af- 
flictions, which thoſe labored under, who 
among the Jews were ſaid to have a de- 
mon, or unclean ſpirit, were mere bodily 
diſtempers and indiſpoſitions. They are at 
leſt, fo far as I am able to judge, cogent 
arguments againſt poſſeſſions, in the groſs 
ſenſe of the word, as uuderſtood by ſome 

learned men of late times. 

There are however ſome difficulties, at- 
tending this ſuppoſition, which ſhall be 
taken notice of hereafter, _ 

de, For 
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Drsc. For the'preſent, we may do well to re- 
III. collect ſome apoſtolical obſervations and ad- 
| monitions. Knowledge puffeth up, but cha- 
rity edifieth. 1 Cor. viii. 1. Speaking the 
truth, in love, let us grow up into him in 
all things, which is tbe head, even 0 
1 iv. 15. 
Then are our minds rightly EAR} in 
our inquiries after the true nature of things, 
when our firſt and greateſt care is to pleaſe 
_ and' glorify God: When we are humble, 
and diffident, ſenſible of the weakneſſe of 
our capacities, and of our liableneſſe to err: 
when we are diſpoſed to think and judge 
according to evidence, and to embrace that 
as true; which appears to be founded in 
reaſon: when ſtill we are willing to ex- 
erciſe charity and forbearance toward ſuch 
as differ from us, and do not ſee things ex- 
actly in the ſame light that we do. | 
Some are greatly delighted with ſimpli- | 
city in all things. They enter not into | 
any ſpeculations about the orders, the | 
powers, the ranks, or economie of inviſible | 
beings. Nor do they willingly admit-their R 
- apence and interpoſition in human” affairs | 
f in this life, our time and ſtate of trial. | 
- Others love to * beings. And an 
intricate 
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intricate ſyſtem, with a great variety of Dx sc. 
movements, pleaſeth them beſt.” They III. 
like frequent, or continual interpoſitions off.. 
good and bad ſpirits. And ſcarcely any 
thing happens in the world, but they 
aſcribe it to their influence and cauſality. 

Let every one be ſatisfied in his own 
mind, after ſerious and diligent inquirie. 
But let us take care, that by introducing 
numerous, inferior and intermediate beings, 
and their agence, we do not derogate from 
the divine empire and government, as ſu- 
preme over all cauſes and things, viſible 
and inviſible. | 

And let us remain fully perſuaded, that - 
our bleſſed Lord's doctrine, authority, and 
character, were ſupported and atteſted by 
numerous miracles performed by him in 
healing every diſeaſe and affliction, to 
which the human frame is expoſed, -and 
in raiſing the dead. And that being him- 
ſelf raiſed from the dead, and aſcended 
to heaven, and living for ever, he is able 
to beſtow eternal life upon all thoſe, who 
-incerely obey the reaſonable precepts of 
true holineſſe delivered ap him. | 
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Ee Yefus' ſuffered him aut, las ſaith 
uno him: Go home to thy friends, and tell 


— how great things the Lord has done 
far thee, and burb had compaſſion on thee. 


4 


Have diſtinctiy explained and em- 

proved the great cure, and miracu- 

lous work, here referred to. And the 
laſt time it was obſerved, that ſome are in- 
clined to think, that the afflictions, which 
they laboured under, who are ſpoken of 
as having evil ſpirits, were mere bodily 
diſcaſes and indiſpoſitions : : though it was 
then the prevailing opinion, that they were 
under the power and influence of ſome 
evil ſpirit. And thoſe perſons themſelves, 
and their friends, attributing their diſtem- 
pers to Satan, and demons under him, our 


Saviour ſometimes adapts his expreſſions to 
that 
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that opinion, without countenancing, or Disc. 
approving it. IV. 

In favour of that ſentiment divers argu - 
ments and conſiderations were propoſed, 
taken froin the reaſon of things, from the 
Old Teſtament, and from the hiſtorie and 
deſcription of theſe very perſons, and their 
caſes, as recorded in the New Teſtament. 

IV. What now remains to be ſpoken to is 
the fourth and laſt head, relating to this 
ſubject, the objections againſt the foremen- 
tioned opinion, or the arguments in favour 
of real poſſeſſions. 

1 ſhall take notice of, and conſider theſe 
four. 
I. There might be ſuch caſes in former 
times, though there are none now. 

2. There are divers things ſaid of thoſe 
perſons, who were called demoniacs, which 
are very difficult, or even impoſſible to be 
accounted for, but by the ſuppoſition of 
real poſſeſſions, or the operation and inter- 
poſition of evil ſpirits. 

3. The Evangeliſts appear to have be- 
lie ved, that theſe perſons had really one or 
more unclean ſpirits. 

4. Our Lord —_— does not 905 
PIE 
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D; 188 the opinion of real poſſeſſions, as he would 


—— 


have done, it is likely, if not true. 
Of theſe in order. | 

1. Obj. In the firſt place. it is laid, that 
there might be ſuch caſes in former Us: 
though there are none now. | 
Foſũibly, ſuch things may not be allowed. 
of in the common and ordinaric couſe of 
Divine Providence. But yet might be per- 
mitted at the time of our Saviour's appear- 
1 ance, when there was an uncommon and 
effectual remedie at hand. Bad angels, or 
other evil ſpirits, might be then ſuffer ed to 
leave their confinement, and come abroad, 
and inflict grievous diſtempers upon men, 
eſpecially, in the land of; Fudea, and near it, 
that the power of Jeſus might be rendred 
more, conſpicuous, by ſhewing his autho- 
rity: over them, and removing by his word 
thoſe eyils, which they had inflicted, and 
cauſing thoſe malignant ſpitits to leave 
thoſe perſons, of whom they had taken 
poſſeſſion. | 
To Which 1 anſwer, that this ſuppoſition 
does not ſuit the hiſtories related in the 
Goſpels. For theſe caſes do not there ap- 
pear to be extraordinarie, but are looked 
upon by * body as ordinarie and uſual 
1 
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things. No one expreſſeth a ſurprize, that Disco. 

ſuch people are brought to Jeſus. His ene- IV. 

mies never mention it, as a reproach, and 

diſhonour to him, that their countrey was 

then infeſted with evil ſpirits. If people 

had been now all on a ſudden ſeized with 

diſorders, never heard of among them be- 

fore, and if ſuch caſes had been numerous, 

would it not have occaſioned the utmoſt 

aſtoniſhment ? Would it not have raiſed a 

loud and general clamour? Would they 

not have thought, they had indeed good 

reaſbn to ſay, when they ſaw the cures 

performed by: Jeſus and his diſciples, that 

there was a combination between them, 

and ſome malignant powers ? T hey firſt 

brought them in among them into the 

countrey, and then they caſt them out, 

and drove them away again. But there 

was no ground for ſuch a charge. It was 

never mentioned. It was impoſſible to be 

made. For ſuch caſes were well known, 

and are ſpoken of by other writers, con- . 

temporarie with the Evangeliſts, by Jo- 

ſephus, and others, as common in Fudea, 

and elſewhere, not only at that time, but 

alſo before, and afterwards,” as was obſer- 

ved ny us in a preceding diſcourſe, - © 
The 
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The Jews had among them methods of 


IV. exorciſing ſpirits, or curing the  diſcaſes, 


| vm which they were ſuppoſed toinflict: though, 


poſſibly, with but little ſuccefle, any far- 
ther than they were aſſiſted by the art of 
medicine. However, as exorciſms had been 
in uſe among them, they afford proof, that 
ſuch caſes, and the opinion concerning 
them, were known before our ee 6 


appearance in the world. 
2, Obj. It is ſaid, that — n ap- 


e whith 


are very difficult, if not impoſſible to be 


accounted for, but upon the ſuppoſition of, 
real poſſeſſions, or at che Inte 
«64 operation of evil ſpirits. 
.(1.)Eirſt,of kbp" Pn op BY If chere 
was no agence of evil ſpirits, how came it 
to pais, chat this opinion ſo prevailed, as it 
did ? and how came it, that many perſons 
thought themſelves to be poſſeſſed by evil 


ſpirits? The man at the tombs, when 


alked by Jeſus, what was his name, an- 
ſwered : Legion, for ue are mam. And 
divers brought their . childrep, or other 
friends toChriſt, deſiring him to have mercie 
on them, becauſe an evil icy. e. 
T To 
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To which I anſwer. It is no uncom- D1sc. 
mon thing, for opinions to prevail in the IV. 
world, which have no ſolid foundation. 
How many have been diſpoſed to aſcribe 
the diſeaſes of the human body, and other 
diſaſtrous events in the world, to the 
planets, or other ſtars ! It was for a long 
time a very common opinion, that ſpirits, 
of inferior orders, in a manner filled the 
region of the air. And many diſtempers 
were aſcribed; to their influence. When 
ſuch an opinion prevailed, it was very likely 
that ſome, who fell under grievous di- 
ſtempers, ſhould think themſelves haraſſed 
and tormented by evil ſpirits, and upon 
ſome occaſions ſpeak in conformity to their 
inward apprehenſions. This, particularly, 
was the caſe of the man, called Legion, 
and perhaps of many others, who were 
under a deep melancholie. 

(2.) It is urged: How came theſe 8 
ſons; who are ſaid to have evil ſpirits, to 
know Jeſus to be the Chriſt, if they were 
not under the influence of evil ſpirits, of 
great knowledge, as well as much power? 
And there was in their ſynagogue, [at Caper- 
naum, j 4 man with an unclean. ſpirit, and 
be cried out, ſaying : Let us alone, what have 
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Disc. we 10 db with thee, - thou Feſus of Nazareth, 
Laa Art "thou come to deflroy' us ? I know thee, 
2 who thou art, the boly one F God. Mark 
1.23 24. Compare Luke iv. 33, 34. And 
the two men, in the countrey of the Ga- 
darens, cried but, ſaying : What have we to 
do ditb thee, Feſtus, thou Son 'of God ! Art 
thou" tome - bither to wel ws ce 
Hmie 7" Matt. vii. 29. O fa 
1 Which I beg . to anſwer. 1 
| ſeems to me, that" theſe perſons - knew 
Jeſus to be the Chriſt; "the Son of God, in 
the ſame way, that others did. The ex- 
pectation of the eoming of the Meſſiah 
had been for ſome while very common, 
and even univerſal, founded upon juſt in- 
terp s of the ancient Prophets, which 
were publicly read in the ſynagogues, and 
were in the hands of all men. Theſe 
people, before they were ſeiſed with the 
diſorders, which they now laboured under, 
were well appriged of the common notions 
concerning the greatneſſe of the Meſſiah, 
which were allowed 74 the — — gene- 
Tal: cath n How 2 WINONN 15575 
We duty likewiſe Wirren that 
none of the miracles, recorded by the 
85 firſt three Evangeliſts, were ebene by 
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our Lord, till after the commencement Dis c. 
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of his public miniſtrie, that is, the moſt IV. 


public and open part of it. This is evi- 


dent from St. John's Goſpel, compared 
with the reſt. The firſt three Evangeliſts 
ſay but little of our Lord's miniſtrie, till 
after Jabn was 2 into priſon. But be- 
fore that, as St. Jabn aſſures us, he had 
wrought divers en- ee had begun to 
gather diſciples. Moreover, ſome of the 
miracles, recorded by the firſt three Evan- 
geliſts, might be wrought, and ſome of 
our Lord's excellent diſcourſes ſpoken by 
him, before any of thoſe perſons, ſaid to 
have an unclean ſpirit, made acknowledge- 
ments of our Lord's great character.. 
The expectation of the Meſſiah being 
general, and Jahn the Baptiſt having 
preached in the moſt public manner, and 
declared to all, that the great perſon, 
whom they looked for, was at hand, and 
would ſoon appear among them, and our 
Lord begining to ſpeak as no man ever 
ſpake before, and doing many great and 
miraculous works, ſhewing forth his glorie, 
and many believing on him, and his fame 
being very great in Judea, and in neigh- 
_ * no. man could be altogether 
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DISC. 1 
IV. 


1 The. Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


of him. It is therefore not at all 
ſtrange, that theſe diſeaſed perſons ſhould 


WS their way bear teſtimonie to him. All 


thoſe, ſaid to have evil ſpirits, as we 
readily peroeive, were not diſcompoſed in 
mind. Many of them were epileptical, 
or paralytieal. Theſe, undoubtedly, en- 
joyed, at ſome ſeaſons, the free uſe of their 
ſenſos and underſtandings, and might diſ- 
cern the evidences of our Lord's great 


ee and being ſincere — 


might be diſpoſed to own, it, and declare 
the ſenſe of their minds. But thinking 
their diſtempers to be owing to the opera- 
tion and influence of Wr hey affet 


| to ſpeak in their name. * 


As for the men in the ft the 
Baden who were diſordered in their 
minds, and yet acknowledged Jeſus to be 
the Chriſt; the thing may be thought 
more difficult. But, as juſt ſaid, before 
they were ſeiged with that diſtemper, they 
were acquainted with the expectation of 
the Mefliah, and the general apprehen- 


ions concerning his character. And be- 


fore now chey had heard of Jeſus. Many 

who labor under that indifpoſition, are 

n wa acute, oP have alſo ſome 
intervals 
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argue conſiſtentiy enough. It therefore 
is not impoſſble, nor improbable, - that 
ſome laboring-under this affliction, having 


heard of the fame of Jeſus, who was much 


talked of every where, ſhould think, and 
chen * eee to ſpeak; honorably of 

i: ) The cladys of W aden 
from his confinement, it is argued, is a 
proof of the interpoſition of evil ſpirits, 
of more than human power, and not to 
be otherwiſe accounted for. For the 
Evangeliſt Mart ſays, that no man could 
bind him, 10 not with chains. - For be bad 
been often bound with fetters and chains, and 
the chains bud heen plucked aſunder, and the 


ſetters brokew in pieces. Neither could any 


nan tame him. Mark v. 3, 4. | 

But, as ſeems to me, the eſcape of ſuch 
@ perſon from his confinement needs not 
to be reckoned ſo very extraordinarie a 


thing: when it is well known, that perſons 
in the like diſorders have at ſome ſeaſons 


uncommon ſtrength. h 
BY 2 Moreover, 


99. 


intervals of eaſe; Nor are they unreaſon- Di sc, 
able in every reſpect. But ſetting aſide all 
ſome particular phanſie, can reaſon; and 
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DISC. 


— V. Jon ern magnify the ſecurity, with 


Je Caſe of the Demimniacs, 
Moreover, I apprehend, that many do 
ich that man had been confined. We 


are too apt, inconſideratly, to judge of 
former times by our own. It is likely, 


that great emprovements have been made 
iin late ages, in the method of treating 


le in that unhappy circumſtance. 
Hoſpitals, for the relief and cure of 


ge- ach as labor under this and other grievous 


551 


72 hel. 1754 diſtempers, may be faid to be a Chriſtian 


inſtitution,” They owe their original to that 
benevolence, which Chriſtian principles in- 
ſpire men with toward their fellow creatures. 
In thoſe houſes, where there is conſtant 
attendance, the ſecurity muſt be much 
greater than in other places. Suppoſing, 


there Was for ſome ſhort ſeaſon a want of 


attention to this perſon, the bands with 
which he was faſtened, whether of metal 
or cord, with his continual and violent 
motion, would fret, and wear, and then 
break, And Dufte üftünder. And: when he 
felt himſelf at Hberty, his melancholic ap- 
prehenſions would carry him to the deſo- 
late and ſolitarie * "where "our Lord 
* him. x TO! 
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4.) The loſſe of the ſwine is reckoned Disc. 
unaccountable, but upon the ſuppoſition. IV. 


of a real poſſeſſion, and the interpoſition of 
many evil S 

It may be remembred, that (5) for- 
merly we mentioned three ſeyeral ways of 
accounting for that event. One, ſup- 


poſing, that the diſtraction : . ha the 


man had labored under, was transferred 
by our Lord from him to the ſwine. An- 
other, that the demons, leaving the man, 
at Chriſt's, order, did with his permiſſion, 
take poſſeſſion oſ the ſwine, and hurry 
them down the precipice: the third, that 
the lunatic man, or men, * the ſwine 


into the lake. 


Several reaſons were tl then offered againſt 
the firſt of thoſe opinions. There re- 


main therefore the other two only to be 
now conſidered. 


Every one ſhould judge! fon himſelf, But 
to me it appears moſt. probable, that this 
was done by the man himſelf, called Le- 


gion, either alone, or with the joynt aſ: 


fiſtance of the other, his companion in 
affliction. For this miracle, as was ob- 
ſerved before, was performed by our Lord 


een 17, 4. 0 4 
HK 3 with 


Dise. with grert deliberation;  Sothe time paſſed 
IV. betten bur Lord's Egnifying Eis will and 


w d of the" Deminies,” | 


Peaſurt, that the evil ſpirits hood depart, 
or that the man ſhould be cred, and his 
perfect recoverie. Some things may be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed by us, which are not 
lttted in ſuch à felation as this. 9 
che people of the nelghboring city had 
been lufbrmed bf the cure of this wh appy 
Ptrfon, as St. Mark aſſfures us, they came 
6h for Irfus, and they ſor him that was poſſeſſed 
with & demon, and had the legion, fitting, and 
Bel, und in lil right mind. Clothing 
therefore had been brought to him. But 
AME"Evingelit dots not fay, how it was 
ocured : becauſe indeed it is necdleſs, to 
e e may be "ality ſup- 

poſed. Gao: lr ia. 383 
5 The diſtraction; under which this man 
had labored, was very grievous; und outra- 
gedus. He was # Kideous foren, and his 
action Was very vielent. When he had 
conceived the "thdught- of gratifying the 
evil ſpirits, by which” he imagined himſelf 
to be pofſeſſecl, with the deſtruction of the 
Twine, om would Without much difficulty 
dive them off the precipioc. If ſome 
ow of them were "oY ih motion, the 
whole 
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whole herd would follow. Nor is it un- D1sc, 
likely, that the other perſon, his compa- IV. 


nion in affliction, joyned his aſſiſtance. For 
St. Matthew ſpeaks of two. They inveſt- 
ed the herd then on each ſide, and thus 
droye them beſore them. 

This appears to me a much more rea- 
ſonable way of accounting for the loſſe of 
the be Ferns, than, to ſuppoſe, chat (e) our 

leſſed Lord accepted and e the 
—— of evil ſpirits. 

5.) The: caſe of Marie Magdaten may 
create, a difficulty in the minds of ſome. 
And; it, may be inquired, what notion we 
ought. to have of it, ſince it is ſaid, that 
out of. ber "went ſeven demons ? Is not this an 
evident. proof of the reality of poſſeſſions ? 
See Mark xvi. g. Luke viii. 2. 

To which I anſwer, that many of late 


times have ſuppoſed. Marie Magdalen to 


be the, woman, mentioned by St. Luke in 
the ſeventh: chapter of his Gaſpel, who is 
there ſpoken of as; a nner, who, when 
our Lord was in the houſe of Simon the 
Phariſee, came to him, and gave prof of 
repentance. For which, . r Ae. Marie 
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'Dige. 


IV. 
8 


" The Caſe of the FOR. 


Magdalen i is often ſet forth as a remarkable 
example of repentance. 0 k 

But that opinion, ſo far as I am able to 
judge, is entirely without foundation in the 


Goſpels. There is no reaſon at all to 


think, that Marie Magdalen and ie Wo⸗ 
man are one and the fame. 
What was Marie's caſe appears'in be. 
ral by St. "Lukes account. Ch. viii. 1. 2. 
He went through every city and village, 
preaching the glad tidings of the kingdom of 
heaven, Aud the twelve were with him, and 


terlain women, which had been bealed of evil 


ſpirits; and infirmities :- Maxie, culled Mag- 


Aalen, ut of whom went ſeven demons, and 
others,” Here Marie is reckoned among 
thoſe, hom our Lord had bealed of inſir- 
mitres, and ſuch infirmiities abt were 6a; op 
Whales; 16 e 1 daidayo T 
But I do not Aab ee can? wits e 
tainty tonclude from thoſe words, What 


ut her particulir uffletlon: beczuft the 


Hol 


Jews in thoſe times imputed 4 great va- 
of di to che influence of de- 
But thouglfr ure dart not fa poſi- 


tively, whit* was her cale, whetlief fl dif- 


com frame of mind eor epiſepſie, or 
to me very evi- 
dent, 


. 
Fa 


elſe; 1 
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dent, that ſome natural, not moral diſtem- D 1sc. 
per, is thereby intended, and that by ſeven IV. i 
demons is meant many: a certain number ere 
being put for an uncertain. It was ſup- 
poſed, as in the caſe of the man who called 
himſelf Legion, that more than one demon, 
or unclean ſpirit, was concerned in inflict- 
ing, or aggravating the infirmity, which 
ſhe had been afflicted with, and which our 
3 Lord graciouſly removet. 
6.) The next thing, which 1 mall take 
notice of, is the hiſtorie of an affair at Epheſus. 
Acts xix. 10.— 17. And this: continued by 
the ſpace of tuo years, ſo that all they which 
dwelt in Afia heard the word of the Lord 
Jeſus, both" Jeus and Greeks. And God 
wrought ſpecial miracles by the hands of Paul : 
So that frem bis body were P unto the 
fick handktrthiefs and aprons, and the diſeaſes 
departed from them, and evil ſpirits went out 
of them.” Then certain of the vagabond Jews, 
*exorciſts,. took" upon them to call over them that 
'bad evil Pirits the name of the Lord Yeſus, 


Jaying © M aujure you by Jeſus, whom Paul 
Preacbetb. And there were ſeven ſons of - one 
Sceva, a e and chief of the priefts, which 
ud foi" the | evil ſpirit - anſwered, 
ang Veſus *** Paul I know. 

But 
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un Aud abe man, in whom the 

IV. cui ſpirie was, leapt an them, ond overcame 

WY them; and. prevailed - ogainf: them : Ja that 

they fed out of that houſe naked and wound- 

ed. Aud this: was. known to all the Jews, 

and Greeks alſa; dwelling at Epbefus. And 

Fear fell on themall, and the mw of the Lars 
Se aer magnified. 

This hiſtorie might afford. occaſion. for 
many remarks, as that demoniacs were 
common among Gentils, and in Heathen 
countreys, as well as, among the Jews in 
Judea: that the Jews practiſed | exorciſms 
at home and abroad: and that ſome, who 
took upon them the office of exorciſts, 
were men of indifferent ee, and 
"art impoſtors, 

| r cndes Lialiens this. paſſage for, and 
Which we are chiefly to to, is the 
argument, which it affords for real poſ- 
ſeſſions, or the influence of malignant, 
powerful ſpirits. For this man ſpeaks, as 
Fo if he were actuated. by ſome ſuch beings. 
Moreover he thews great farce. and activi- 
ty. He alone ee men at 
once. N 
Nievertheleſd, in my N CEO is fr 
_ at evidence. NP the 
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preſenee or power of inviſible beings. The DSL. 
knowledge, which the man ſhews, is com- 2 


mon and ordinarie. St. Paul had before 
this time wrought many miracles at Eybe- 
fs, in the name of Jeſus, in curing all 
kinds of diſeaſes, And the man, before 
us, was convinced of the truth and great- 
neſſe of divers of the works, which he had 
either ſeen; or heard of 
When therefore theſe Jewiſh exorciſts 
came to him, and made an attempt to give 
bim relief under the indiſpoſition, with 
which he was afflicted, and he found no 
benefit from all their erbrelims; he was 
enraged, and treats them as hateful de- 
ceivers, and fays: Je I now, and Paul 
1 kivw, But tho af you ? No evil ſpirit, 
under the direction of Satan, the prince of 
evil 390 boom bear ſuch a teſtimonie to 


dn WH THz + 


of *s own mind. 
ys St. Lale, 42. N. man, in whom 
Phy "il "ſpirit was, that is, in whom 
there was Tuppoſed to be an evil ſpirit, 
leapt on them, and overcame them, ad 
ae Which is not at all hard to 
conceive, "confidering his juſt indignation, 
and that this aſſault was unexpected. The 
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De | of the Demoniacs,. . 


Dise. exorciſts were unprovided for defenſe, and 


at the ſame time were diſpirited by fear 


=" and ſhame at che diſa ppoin arne Ref, 


they had met with, and the detection of 
their im poſture, ang the incfheacin, of their 
54% uA 105 
As St. Luke ſays, fear fell on ol, and the 
name. of the Lord Feſus was magnified. And 
very juſtly, after ſo many miracles wrought 
by, Faul, and the manifeſt proof now af 
forded. of the inſufficience of thoſe me- 
thods-of cure, 1 ae depended 
enn . bee | M5 wal itt 
Fe] Feen in. ans thing more. to. ia taken 
notice of by us, before we leave this head. 
W̃e muſt go 575 it to La xvi, a 
ter ter of the Acts. 

for this place, i it 
the ſtrongeſt Try the New Teſtament, 
in. behalf, of real, polleſſions. It was. at 
Philippi in Macedonia, Says St. Luke: And 
it came to paſs, as we went to prayer, It 
might as well be rendered : As we went to the 
oratgrie, or the Jewiſh ſynagogue, . a little 
way out of the city, by the river lide. 

went to the | _oratoric, 4 certain 'damſel, 

Aled with 4 t of divination, met us, 


which, Sow Ae laat gain by 


39 þ 70 aul. | 
r dtofoquont 2gw ifts els 18 if; bus 
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. Jouthſaying. ' The ſame followed Paul, and D186 
us, and cried, ſaying : Theſe men are the IV. 


ſervants of the moſt high God, which ſbeu 
unto us be way of ſalvation. And" this ſhe 
did mamy days. But Paul being grieved, 
turned,” —_ faid to the ſpirit I command 
thee in the name of Feſus to come out o, her. 
And he came out the-ſame hour. And when 
ber maſters ſaw, that the hope of their gain 
was” gone, "they caugbt Paul and Silas, and 
drew them into the market-place,” unto'the 
rulers» And brought them to the magiſtrates, 
ſaying: Theſe men, being Jews, do exceed- 
ingly trouble our” city. And teach cuſtoms, 
vobicb are not lawful for us to receive, neither 
to ober de, being Romans. Acts. xvi. 16, 21. 
And the magiſtrates being exaſperated by 
the clamour of theſe men, they ordered 
Paul IN) to he r; — up 
in priſon. 

A Aut denſely ſeed with a "ri 
of divination, literally, having a ſpirit of 
Fytlen. St. Lute, undoubtedly; makes 
uſe of the common Heathen appellation. 
And the phraſe ſeems to denote, that this 
woman was ſuppoſed to have the ſame 
ſpirit of Python or Apollo, that delivered 
oracles in the name of Apollo in the Py- 
9 thian 


240 


4 ſlaves of all profeſſions, Philoſaphers, 


me Caſe of the: Denuniaet, 
Drei thian temple. In chert, by the help of 
r ene 0 


to anſwer all manner of queſtions, and 


| foretell future events concerning thoſe who 


conſultod them. Hereby ws owners tes 
* in our time, \ whe 
ſtill think, this woman had in her a {pirit 
of divination, and _ ſhe * . to 
foreteN futurities. 


——— WORN expreſs 


themſe The (a) 
Ives after this manner. 
ancient Greeks and Romans poſſeſſed 


% Rhetoricians, Grammarians, Phyſicians, 


as well as perſons bred. up to every fort 


af mechanic trade. Among the reſt, 


tea theꝝ ſometimes happened to have flayes 


« Aftrol , Or Magigians, or 
„ Beben reh on theſe who 
4 had the ſpirit of Python, were _ 
* leſs very rare, and the purchaſe of 
e ſuch an one muſt have been exceeding 
5 high; The maid-ſeryant, here men- 
« tioned; is repreſented as having — 

„ than one owner. Her e ex, 


9 5. 304. 343+ 
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was too great to be advanced by a ſingle D1s c. 
. perſon. At leſt no one cared to riſk fo IV. 


large a ſum upon the uncertainty of a 
«life. | For though ſhe brought much 
gain, how ſoon might it be cut off by 
her deceaſe? It is farther ſaid, that 
„de) the reputation of this woman was 
* eftabliſhed. - There was a general belief, 
„ that ſhe did foretell things, and there 
{was a great concourſe of peaple after her, 
itte make enquiry into their future for- 

tunes. 80 ſay (5 nee inks 
are of that opinion. 

Upon which I obſerve, that ee 
ably here was a ſort of oracle. For ſuch 

ings were common in Heathen countreys, 
not only carrĩed. on by their Prieſts in the 
temples of their deities, but alſo by others 
in other places. But as I think, there is 
good: REA HDR n 3 


4: « The Se truth therefore is, 4 Paut 
cher future -pro ing. 2 
ſpake within her, ſo that ſhe was no more heard to ſpeak 


as from her belly or breaſt. Her maſters ſoon perceived, . 


4 ſhe was uo longer inſpired or poſſeſſed, that ſhe could 

now utter no more divinations or prop ecies : and there- 

—— hope of their gains from her, whether in Philippe, 
other city, were. wholly 2 The ſame p. 29 

Ser alſo Dr. Fortin's Remarks upon 2 a th 

e ali ot au 

fs in 
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„ ee Demis, 


Dise. in general Were cheats and 38 the 
| IV. effects of- human {kill and contrivance 
„ * only; ſo Ithink, there was a like cheat 
aud ampoſture in this caſe. But it may not 
be eaſie today exatly, wherein oy im- 
poſture conſiſted. 1 R235: 
At has been Huppoſed;, chat the woman 
was a ſlave, and the joynt property of 
ſeveral. Which might be. But none of 
thoſe oracles could be carried on with 
credit, without a combination, for getting 
intelligence, and for the ſake of other 
tranſactions at the office. And whether 
ſhe was a flabe, or a hired ſervant, does 
not clearly appear. 3016 www id. 
I make no queſtion, that the.) maſters 
were artful and deceitful. But, poſſibly, 
the woman was honeſt. If ſhe had once 
been otherwiſe, ſhe was ſeiſed with com- 
punction, when ſhe declared Paul and his 
companions to be ſervants of the moſt high 
God. But that would not cure her di- ö 
ſtemper. For ne tha: Tag, 9 
Which Paul removed. x 
It ſeems to me not male = this 8 
woman laboured under ſome indiſpoſition, . 
poſſibly, ſome kind of melancholie, which _ 
was imputed to the influence of a demon, | 
and 


mentioned in the New Te lament, 
and particularly to Apollo, as was common 
among Heathen people. The maſters, 
pretending that hereby ſhe was qualified Dc 
reſolve all manner of queſtions,” ſet up an | 
oracle at Philippt, and deliveredout anſwers; 
as if received from the ſpirit of Python. 
And their project was carried on very art- 
fully, inſomuch that they had a good. deal 
of employment, and many DINER, and 
made great gain. 

But the maid being honeſt, or at leſt 
well diſpoſed, and hearing of Paul; what 
doctrine he taught, and what works he 
performed; or perhaps out of curioſity at- 
.tending at a diſtance, and making inquiries 
after him, ſhe was convinced, and then 
openly declared, that he and his companions 
were ſervants of the moſt high God. Or, 
ſhe might have received information of 
Paul from her maſters. For no people 
were ſo inquiſitive,” and fo careful to get 
early intelligence, as the eonducters of thoſe 

V oracles, But the information given her 
(if ſhe received i it from them,) had a dif- 
ferent effect from what was intended. 
However her high chatacter of Paul did 
not throw her maſtets into diſpair bt we 


| i Taciani dum, on Hun. ae 
ct. MJ I” can 


re 
Pfec. 
ö IV. ; 


De Caſe of the Demoniacs, 
can perceive. But ſhe having often: fol- 
lawed Paul, and he not valuing ſuch a 
teſtimonie, and being touched with com- 
on for the maid, under her melan- 
cholic affection, adapting his expreſſions to 
the « common opinion about her, ſaid to the 
irit : I command thee, in the name of Jeſus 
Brill, to come out of her. And be Faw our 
the ſame hour, And thereupon thewoman 
. became compoſed, and chear- 
This happy alteration being evident, 
and public, her "maſters hope of farther 


| gain y her was ruined. 


This appears to me to have Kit the 
caſe. Nor can it be thought, that a ſpirit 
of Pytbon ſhould publicly ſay what tended 
to diminiſh a a regard for himſelf, and Wl 


| ; "Heathen e in general. 


But I may not ſtay to allege at large the 


proofs, which might be offered, that the 


"Heathea oracles, and ſuch as were faid to 
ſpeak by the ſpirit of Python, were the 


impoſtures « of artful men, "nao by 
inviſible beings, . of vaſt Knowledge and 


power, as ſome, have Tut uppoſed, 


7344.3 only, obſerye, that what is here d- 


vanced is agreeable t to the ſentiments" bf 
the ancient Prophets, Who continually re- 
preſent 
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repreſent Heathen idols as altogether inſig- Da 8@* 

nificant, and vain: and did not imagine, 

that they were inhabited by inviſible beings, 

who could aſtoniſh their worſhipers with 

real wonders, and almoſt rival the true 

| Deity. II. xli. 21—24. Produce your cauſe, 
Jairh the Lord. Bring forth your firong 


* 


| reaſons, ſaith the King of Jucob. Let them | 
fhew the former things, what they be, that "#1 
; -we may conſider them, and know the later || 
L end of them. Let them ſhew the accom- p #1 
r pliſhment of any events, conformably to 1 
their predictions in time paſt. Or declare 41 
c mn, mb, things to come. Shew the things 1 
t that are to come kereafter, that we may know, 41 
d ge are gods. Yea de good, or do evil, that we [| 
jt may be diſmayed, and bebold it tagerber. Be= _ 1 
bod ye are of nothing, and your works of + i 
e mought. And an abumination is be, that 1 7 
je . you. Compare II. xl. 18.—20. : | 
0 Jer. x. 3 —5. For the cuſtoms of the people | 
le are vain. For one cutteth a tree out of the bh 
y Foreſt (the work of the hands of the work- | 
d man, ) with the axe. They deck it with ſilver 11 


and with gold, they faſten it with nails and 
* hammers, that it move not. They are up- 
of right, as the palm-tree, but ſpeal not. They 
{ORE becayſe TO 

7 KS t 
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Das d. Be nor afraid f them.” For they cannot do 
1 cuil. Werber is it in them to do good. 
. g. They that male a graven image, 
are all of them vanity: 10. Mbo has formed 
4 god, ur molten a graven image, that is pro- 
fable for nothing ? 12. The finith auth the 
tongs both worketh in the'coals, and faſbioneth 
ir wirb hammers, and what follows to the 
end of ver. 17. He burneth part thereof in 
the fire. "With part. thereq, he eatrth flaſb, 
he roaſteth roaſt, and iss ſatigied. Aud tbe 
reſuue nberegf be maketh à goil, even his gra- 
ven image. He falleth down: to it, and pray- 
erb unto it, and l f Der me for thou 
wy my god. RIGS 1 
Pſ. xv. 3—3 But: our Cal i is in in the bea- 
ven. He But dane whatſoever be. pleaſed. 
| Their" idols art fuer and gold, the work of 
mens hands.” They bave mouths, but they 
ſpeak mut. Heer have itbey, but they ſee 
r. "They have eure, but they on not. 
"They have Bande, but. they handle no They 
dave el] bat they walk not. Nahe Speak 
they through Their throat; They habe not 
the faculty of ſpeech . They that mitherhem, 
ure like unto tbem. So ireuery one; that truſt 
erb in them." Comp. Pf. exxxv. 15 —18. 
Pf, Yeovil. Confoinded be 4ll they that 
Neve graven images, that boaſt themſetves of | 
idols. 
Dan. 
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Dan. v. 4. They drank wine, and 2 1 


the gods of gold, and of fil ver, of rale, of 


iron, of wood, and of tone, ver. 23. And _ 


thou haſt praiſed the gods of fuer and gold, 
of braſſe, iron, wood, ſtone, which ſce not, 
nor bear, nor know, And the God, in whom 
thy breath is, and whoſe are.all thy. rs; 
haſt thou not known. * 

Habakkuk ii. 18. 19. What profiteth the 
graven image, that the maker of: his nor- 
trufteth therein, to maße him dumb idols? 
Moe unto him that ſaith to the wood: Awake: 
76 the dumb fone ': Ariſe, it ſhall teach. It 
is laid over with gold and ſilver, and there 
Is no breath at all in the midſt of it. 
© Juſtly therefore does the Prophet ſay, 
the flock is a doctrine of vanities, Jer. x. 
8. Comp. Jer. ii. 27. and If. xliv. 19. And 
IJ refer to the ſixth chapter of the r 
Pal book of Baruch. 

Acts xvii. 29. Me aughe 1 not to think, 
2 the Godhead is libe unto gold, and filver, 
or lone graven by art, and man's device. 
So ſays St. Paul, preaching at Athens. He 

does not flatter them. He plainly inti- 
mates, that their conſecrated images con- 
ſiſted only of carthly materials, Faces by 
"the hand of the artificer. | 


ern 122 N Cor. 
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\ The Caſe of the Domonigcs, 

1 Cor. viii. 4. Ve nom, that an idol is 
nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other Gad aut one. ch. x. 19. What ſay 1 
then ? that the idol is any thing ? ch. xii. 2. 
Ye know, that ye were Gentils, carried r 


uno theſe dumb idals, as ye were led. 


1 Theſſ. i. 9. and how ye turned to God 
from idols, meaning lifeleſs idols, 7 foros the 
Aving and true God. 


After all this, can any Chriſtians ©Y 


lieve, that Heathen idols had either power, 


or knowledge? 


A. X. ee. xxi. 


Can we' think, that by invocation, and 
conſecration, atreal, invifible beings were 


brought to refide in images of hollow 


brafſe, or ſolid marble? And that they 


thenes delivered anſwers to ſuch as ſou ght 


to them ? Such (g) was indeed, tho per- 


Of wants,” "inquitis, & laberis. a eee FEES 
neque auri argentique materias, neque alias quibus ſigna 
conßunt, S eſſe per ſe dees, & religioſa decernimus 
numina: ſed eos in his colimus, eoſque veneramur, quos 
dedicatio infert ſacra, et fabrilibus efficit inhabitare fimu- 
lachris. uad. l. 6.p. 203; in. Vid. ib. g. ao. in. 

„ A N it Tis b cee x Tyr 
@vror, xy Filer xp f dpedals TH Sar 
— A v Fed, dbupiilias fen, un , 63 
Wiraodes T9; Frncxaing, de pda oy dere N. 
yur lat vr α , 9 % re e bros 
mr Jundpars & rag hroenons avTo, Y ie wgarcr 
et.  Sexom. H. Z. J. 5. r C. Na o Chmentip. 


ſuaſion 


1 1 A. > 


— 
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ſuaſion of Heathen people. But it was a D1sc, 


mere. deluſion appertaining to their ſuper= 
ſition, For which they were derided by 
the primitive Chriſtians, and the ancient (5 
Apologiſts. Who are juſtified by the 
Scriptures, as we have lately ſeen, 
. Can we imagine, that Heathen deities 
were able to do great things for thoſe who 
ſought to them, and recompenſe them for 
all their coſtly oblations and facrifices? I 
lay, can apy Chriſtians admit ſuch an ima: 
gination, when the Prophets Ro 
them 2s things of naught, benſleſß 
idols, who could not fee, hear, ſpeak, 
or walk, as grayen or molten images, 
as mere ocks, that could do neither gaod 
gar eil? Do we not all know, how! the 


(5) Simulachra iſta, quae vos terrent, quaeque in templis 


omnibus proſtrati, atque humiles adoratis, 6ffa, lapides, 
aera ſunt, irgentum, aurum, lignum ſumptum ex arbore, aut 
commintum glutinum gypſo, ke. O utinam liceret in 
ſimulachri alicujus medias introire pendigines ! Immo 
utinam liceret Olympiacos illos, et Capitolinos Joves in 
membra reſolutos, omneſque illas partes, quibus ſumma 
coneluditur. corporum, diſcretas et ſingulas intueri. &c. 
Arxnob. J. 6. p. 200, 201. et ſeq. | | 
Quiſquamne igitur tam ineptus eft, ut putet aliquid eſſe 
in ſimulachro Dei, in quo ne hominis quidem quicquam 
eſt praeter umbram.Adorant ergo inſenſibilia, qui ſen- 
tiunt : irrationabilia, qui ſapiunt : exanima, qui vivunt; 
terrena, qui oriuntur e coelo, Lace. I. 2. cap. 2. p. 147. 
I 4 Pro- 
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Prophet Elijah expoſed the inability of 
Baal, in the preſence. of his numerous 
prieſts and worſhipers? And ſhall any 
Chriſtians ſtill ſuppoſe, that Baal was a 
being of mighty power? No, no, Saturn, 
or Baal, or Belus, or by whatever other 
name he was invoked, to whom ſo many 
fine, children were offered in ſaerifice by 
that warlike people the Carthaginians, and 
their anceſtors (i) the Phenicians, was fo 
far from holding the balance of power in 
that, or any other part of the world, or 


15 being able to give victorie to wha at people 


he pleaſed, that he was not able to;raiſe or 
1760 a "ſtorm, could not form or blaſt one 
ſpire of graſſe, or flower of the field, but 
was (E) a dead man, and, as to power and 
influence, mere nothing. 

When we ſpeak of Heathen deities, as 
dead men, we are countenanced by many 
wiſe" 1 0 among the ancients, and by 
vi 6850 the 
5 (7) der in pie e. n 


dyunrir2# g foyer r tixror, | Enſeb. de Laudib. Con- 
$57 200 ua nn * mee EO A 


46 end (4) — enim q priacipem. i generis et examinis 
omnes ſcriptores vetuſtatis, Graeci Romanique, hominem 


 prodiderunt, Anne. Fo ocap, 22. 


0 'Quibus ex rebus cum conftet jllos homines fuiſſe, non 
eff obſcurum, qua e qi of a noniinari. Hac 
| ſcilicet 
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fore. 

And do we think, that 650 their fond 
and ſorrowſul ſurvivors could by any me- 
thods and ſolemnities of deification, pet- 
formed on this earth, ſeat them in heaven, 
and advance them to r N power and 


empire? 

Some learned men among Chriſtians 
have ſuppoſed, that the young woman at 
Philippi, whoſe caſe we have had under 
our conſideration, who is ſaid to have had 
a | ſpirit of divination, had extraordinarie 


ſcilicet ratione Romani cane ſuos — et 
Mauri reges ſuos. Lactant. /. 1. cap, 15. 
et ideo ſimulachra conſtituunt. 
tuorum ſunt imagines, ſimilia mortuis ſunt. Omni enim 
ſenſu carent. J. L. 2. cap. 2. p. 146. 

Si vero ſcrutari yetera, et ex his ea, quæ friptors 
Graeciae prodiderunt, eruere coner : ipfi illi majorum 
gentium dii qui habentur, hinc a nobis profecti in coelum 
reperientur. Cic. Tuſeul. Diſp. i. c. 13. Et Conf. Lag. J. 1. 
c. 15. p. 85. 

Jia. ee de vita Conſtant. I. 2. FA 16. J 3. cap. 26. 
et 54. et" paſſim. Vid. Dem. Evang. J. gat e Clementin. 
Hom: 6. u. ui. xi. p. 669. 670.  , 

(. See here p. 49. 50. 

(* Ignoſci moerentibus poteſt, credentibus non poteſt. 
Quis enim tam demens, qui conſenſu, et placito innumera- 
bilium ſtultorum, aperiri coelum mortuis arbitretur ? aut 
aliquem, quod ipſe non habeat, dare alteri poſſe, Lae, 


90 cap. 15. p. 86. 
knowledge. 


= 


the Scriptures, as was eren (n) be- D1sc. 


Quae quia mor- 
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Died knowledge, They, ſay, that ſhe prophefied, 


Iv 


that ſhe could diſcover loft goods, and reveal 


wwe what happened in diſtant places, and do many 


aller 
opinion is confuted. by the text in Iſa. viii. 
19> beſore quoted. For ſhe was one of 
thoſe, who are particularly mentioned by 


| EET. 


things, of a lile nature. But their 


the Prophet, as having a familiar ſpirit, or 


GHixit: of Python, and murtering, that is, 
ſpeaking as gut, of the belly or breaſt. 


And fo the place yas underſiod of dd by 
(6) Jerome: 


1 Obi. The third obje&ion, to be con- 
ſidered by us, is, that the Evangeliſts ſeem 


to have believed real ns, and to 


have thought, that divers of the afflicted 
Prſons, wars ae they alu. e fal 


irits, 

Fa wick f anforer, that 1 think this 
cannot ba denied, and that it needs not to. 
be conteſted. Nor ought this to be thought 
ſtrange, even ſuppoſing, that there was no 
Agence ar ons eg: of evil ſpicits. For 


2 enn cammon 


b $i dixerint, in it, patres veſtri, quos reliquilis: 
255 5 108, quos Pythonas intelligimus. Q 
lem et in Actibus Apoſtolorum ancillam legimus, quae 
quaeſtui erat dominis ſuis. Hieron, Comm. ITO wh 


at 
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at that time, and generally admitted by the Dise, 


knowing, as well as by others, it is no 
wonder, that the Eyangeliſts ſhould be of 


the ſame ſentiment. The twelve Apoſtles , 


of Chrift were unlearned men. Our Lord 
choſe to have ſach for Apoſtles. And he 


did not teach them philoſophie, but re- 


ligion. And indeed, if the Evangeliſty 
had appeared to know more than athers in 


this and other points of a philoſaphical na- 
ture, it might have diminiſhed the credibi- 
lity of their hiſtorie. If they had been 


wiſer and more knowing than moſt others, 
and even than the knowing and learned of 
that time; ſome would have been apt to 
Charge them with art and contrivance in 

the main parts of their hiſtorie. But now 
there is no room for ſuch a charge, or 
* 

4 Obj. The fourth and laſt objeQion is, 
that dur bleſſed Lord, if he did not eoun- 
tenance the eommon and prevailing opi- 
nion upon this head, does not. appear to 
have oppoſed, or diſcouraged it. Which, 
as we may think, he would have done, if 
it was. not right, For it might have been 
an uſeful work, and a benefit to mankind, 
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to deliver them from Ros ae 
upon this point. 

& "T6 which I anſwer. { Undoubtedly, our 
bleſſed Lord knew the. truth of the caſe: 
For he Ene w all things. But it does not 
follow, that he was therefore obliged to 
fpeak his mind, or to correct every falſe 


and miſtaken notion among the people, 


whom he taught. Our (5) Lord was con- 
cerned in the moſt important deſign, 


teaching the principles of true religion, 


and recommending them by works of 
ighty power, and great gbodneſſe. When 


| ay afflictive caſes were brought to him, 


it was ſufficient to heal them, to whatever 


. cauſe they were aſcribed. It was expedi- 


ent, not to enter into any debate upon that 


bead. It might have diverted him from 


my main work. 


We do not obſerve in the Old, Teſta- 


ment, that it was cuſtomarie for any Pro- 
pl; to 1 men in the things of na- 


0 Draitlears, N. 8. n it pas apelle a corriger les 


fauſſes idces que, les Juifs pouvoient avoir ſur la nature de 


ees maladies. Et gil leur avoit dit, qu'elles Etojent l'effet 


de quelques Bk naturelles, ils en auroient pris un pre- : 


texte de Vaccuſer de nier qu'il y eũt de mauvais eſprits: et 
par conſequent qu'il y en eit auſſi de bons. Les Phariſiens 
en auroient fait un Sadduceen. Beau/. Remargues ſur le N. 


7. p. 14- 


ture. 
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ture. The people of the Jews, in the Disc. 
time of our Saviour, were generally free IV. 


from idolatrie. And! as they conſidered the 
ſpirits, which they ſuppoſed ſometimes to 
inflict diſtempers on men, to be evil and 
unclean, there was no danger of their ho- 
noring and worſhiping them. There was 
therefore no urgent neceſfity, that he ſhould 
inter poſe for correcting any miſapprehen- 
ſions concerning the cauſes of ſome indi- 
poſitions and diſtempers. 

That our Lord ſudiouſly declined to 
concern himſelf with things foreign to the 
office of a Prophet, or extraordinarie meſ- 


ſenger from heaven, may . nn me | 


particular inſtances. 

One is at the begining of the. and 
chapter of St. John's Goſpel. And as 
Jeſus paſſed by, be ſaw a man which was 
blind, from his birth. And bis diſeiples aſked 
Bim, ſaying: Maſter, who, aid fin, this man, 
or his parents, that he was born blind? Jeſus 
anſiuered: Neitber hath this man fiuned, nor 
Bis parents : but that the works of. God ſhould 


be made mamfefi in him. Here the diſciples 


give the Lord a fair occaſion to ſay ſome- 
thing about the philoſophical notion of the 


pre exiſtence: of the human ſoul. But 
WA our 
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he Caſo of the Demoniacs, 


Dise, our Lord declines that point, and only ays, 


IV. 


and all other vecafions. But to interpoſe 


that the hlindneſſt of this man was net 
e gig fe of kis own, er His pa- 
rente 

The other ialtence is in Luke x. 13. 
Th Anil one of Phe coipanie faid unto him: 
ebe vrberetante wb ihe, And he ſoid umtb 


Am: Man, who made me u judge and a di. 


wialy over you? And be ſaid unto them: Take 
and beware of eng, and what 


it way be thought to de very 
For it canhot but be a good 
ide a cauſe truly, and with u 


juſt Th and to teconcile brethren. 


rtheleſs our Lord abſdlutly rejects 
the propoſal, as #nproper to be hearkrhed 
vt by him: His work was to teach veli- 


go, to mortify earthly affections, to de- 


Net men from covetouſneſſe, and to raiſe 


' Withs thoughts to things above. For fuck 


vnde as theſe, he embraced the preſent, 


. anon 
-- Take this be  fullcient anſerer * 
The difficulty under conſideration. _ 


— 


mentioned in the New Teflamint. 


A 


But then here ariſeth an objection again Disc. 


all that has been ſaid in this, and the two 
preceding diſcourſes. For it may be faid: 

Tf Chrift confined his doctrine to the im- 
portant truths and duties of religion, ſhould 
not a preacher of the goſpel do the ſame, 

and decline every thing not expreſly 
taught by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles ? 

70 which I anſwer, that in the courſe 
of this argument I have intimated over and 
over, that no particular ſentiment, concern- 
ing this point, ought to be reckoned-an 
article of religion. It is left undeterminei 
by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. And men 
may think of it, as they find beſt, if they 
do but take care to maintain the ſupremaeie 
of the divine government, and guard 


againſt undue feats and apprehenſions of 


evil fpirits. And having inculcated ſuch 
obſetvations and cautions as theſe, I hope, 
no harm has been done in ſotting before 
you the different ſentiments of learned, 
and jbdicious, ' and "pious "interpreters of 
ſcripture, concetning the | caſe of ' thoſe, 
who in the New Teſtament CO 
"as having evil fpirits. 
And having now finiſhedthe argrirtient, 
T — declare, (hat no one can doubt 
| the 


af 
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: The.Cafe f 'the Demoniacs, 


1 4 the truth of,) that it is more ſatisfactorie to 


le ye nen. 1 Cor. xiv. 20. 


promote good works among men, than to 
bring them oyer to any particular opinion, 
There is more pleaſure in advancing the 
happineſſe of others, than in raiſing A 
mans on reputation for {kill in any 
branch of ſcience. Humility is better 
than knowledge. A right diſpoſition of 
the heart is more valuable, than right ſen- 
timents. At the ſame time it is a reaſon- 


able ambition, to promote both knowledge: 
and piety. The character of Chriſtians 


then becomes compleat. A love of truth, 
a thirſt after knowledge, an inquiſitive 


temper, ſoem to be inſeparable concomi- 
«rants of integrity. Such diſpoſitions there- 
"fore may be fitly cheriſhed and encouraged. 


12 Solomon'fays, that wiſdom excelleth Falle, 


: as far as ligbt excelleth darkneſſe.. Ecc. ii. 
13. What ebe foul be without knowledge, it 
i not goods Prov. xix. 2. The heart of the 
. prudent getteth knowledge, — the ear of 1 the 


1aviſe ſeeketh knowledge. xyiii. 15. I there- 
fore take the liberty to conclude with that 
. exhortation, to you, which St. Paul gave to 
the Chriſtians at Corinth : : Brethren, be not 
children in imerſtanding. Howbeit, i in ma- 
ice be ye children. But in under fandipg 


AN 


AN. 
APPENDIX, 


For farther. illuſtrating the 
Subject. 


I. Two Paſſages of Joſepbus concerning De- 
moniacs, with Remarks. II. Divers Texts 
4 of the N. T. relating to Demoniacs, ex- 
Plained. 1. Matt. xii. 27, 28. 2: Matt. 
Xii. 43—45. 3. Matt. xvii. 2 1. 4. Luke 
x. 17. 18. 5. Texts, where demons are 
aid to be rebuked by our Lord. III. A 
remarkable Explication of Acts vi. 9. 
I. } OSE PHUS, having deſcribed the 
J caſtle of Machaerus, or Machaeruns, 

_ fays: © On (a) the north fide of 

te the city is a valley, in which is a place 
e called Baaras. It bears a plant of the 


vi e 7: aac l . 
| K 


flame 


Paſſages of 
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The Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


« ſame name. It is of a flaming colour, 


_ © and toward evening it ſhines very bright. 


« It is not eaſie to be taken by thoſe who 
« would gather jt. For it withdraws it- 
« ſelf, and does nat ſtay, unleſs one pours 
<« upon it the urine of a woman, or men- 
zee firuous loud. ” And even then it is 
« certain death to him who takes it, un- 
** Jeſs he carries the root hanging down 


& upon the hand, There is another way 


«of getting this plant without danger. 
« It is this. They dig all round it, ſo 
« that a very ſmall bit only of the root is 
« Jeft in the . Then they tye a 
« dog to it. And he attempting to follow 
& FO that tied him, the root is eaſily 
* pplled up. But the dog dies preſently, 
« as it were in the ſtead of him, who 
60 would get the plant, Afterwards there - 
« is po danger to thoſe who touch it. 
« „ With all theſe dangers the root is very 


WO. deęſirable for the ſake of one virtue, 
For demons (5), as they are called, who 


* are the ſpirits of wicked men, entering 


"I * into the W and killing thoſe who 


82 « have 
( Py Ta woe. En 88 rad ra N wornpars hos 


adm antpary, wen Len deute, & pe 
6 * Panbiias #4 TuyXavollac, airy Taxis iA "th 


ad agoomg; 7 H To 190901, his. 


mucntioned in the New Teftament. 
= have no help, this root preſently ex- D1s c. 


e pells, if it be only brought near to thoſe 


*« who are diſeaſed? 

It is aſtoniſhing, that any man in repute 
for good ſenſe, ſhould be able to write in 
this manner. Surely there never was in 
any part of the world a plant with all 
theſe properties. 

That paſſage is taken from the hiſtorie 
of the ſewiſh war. There is another paſ- 
ſage in his Jewiſh Antiquities, in the hiſtorie 
of Solomon. 

In the former part of the paragraph is 
the ſubſtance of what is ſaid of Solomon's 
great wiſdom, in 1 Kings iv. 29-- 33. After 
which it follows: © God (c) alſo gave him 
* underſtanding to attain to {kill againſt 

by « demons 
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IV. 
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Tbe Caſe of the Demoniacs, 

.« demons” for the benefit of mankind, 
« For having compoſed - incantations, 
* whereby diſeaſes are removed, he alſo 
«. left behind him certain [kinds of ex- 
te orciſms, whereby demons may be ex- 
be pelled, fo as never to return again. And 
this method of cure is effectual [or pre- 
te vails much] among us to this day. For 
* I ſaw one Eleazar, my countryman, in 
the preſence of Veſpaſian, and his ſons, 
and many tribunes, and other ſoldiers, 
& deliver men who were ſeiſed by theſe 
s demons. The cure was in this man- 
ner. Applying to the noſtrils of the 
« demoniac a ring, having under the 

« feal one of thoſe roots, of which 
&« Solomon taught the virtues, he drew out 
« the; demon at the noſtrils of the man 
& that ſmelled to it. The man preſently 
e falling down, he mentioned Solomon, and 
«reciting the charms compoſed by him, 

he adjured the demon never to return 
any mote. Moreover Eleazar being de- 
Kei pada actos anos 
e-, ir. Bee” d D 4%. Ganges dos 
Tot e ee 8 agr. ors rar AN ie xd, 
irie purges here de dre cb wAnpes dale. 8 
vod x) Tu . goci ra xu if, T5. rigs 
ou Tail da va, OR cage , dir vo dpd, 


eee eee *. *. Artig. I. 8. cap. ii. 
ſect. 5. 


« firous 


mentioned in the New Teſtament, 


*--firous to ſatisfy all the company, that he 
e had that power, he placed a. little way 
« off a cup full of water, or a ſmall 
e veſſel, in which the feet are waſhed. 
Then he commanded the demon, as he 
«went out of the man, to overthrow 
“them, that all preſent might be ſenſible 
* he had left the man. This being done, 
e the wiſdom of Salomon was made mani- 
<< feſt.” 

Me are now to make remarks upon 
theſe two paſſages. 

1. We hence evidently perceive, that 
Jeſephus believed, there were real demo- 
niacs, or perſons, into whom demons en- 
tered, and to whom they were trouble- 
ſome. . 

2. Therefore this muſt have been a 
common opinion at that time, as we per- 
ceive in the Goſpels. 

3. The demons, who entered into men, 
and took poſſeſſion of them, according to 
his account, were the ſpirits or ſouls of 
wicked men. And it may be alſo hence 
concluded, that this was the opinion of 
many other Jews at that time. 


And by the way, I would obſerve, that 


we have here full proof, that the Phari- 


K 3 ſees, 
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Arr. ſees, of which ſect Joſephus was, believed 


Je Caſe of the Demoniacs, 


tee ſeparate exiſtence of ſouls after death, 


This was ſhewn (d) formerly from ſeveral 


- == his works, where he ſpeaks of 


the ſouls of good and bad men, and ſays, 
3 That (e) according to the doctrine of the 

* Sadducees ſouls periſh with the bodies.” 
But he and the reſt of the Phariſees be- 
lieved the continuance or ſubſiſtence of 
ſouls after death. I think, we are hereby 
led to the true and certain interpretation of 
Acts xxiii. 8, For (/ the Sadducees ſay, that 


2 there is 20 reſurremian, neither angel, nor 


ſdirit.. But the Phariſees confeſs both. Where 
by ſpirit muſt be meant the human ſoul, 


| ſubſiſting ſeparate from the body. 2 
Ms We farther learn from oſephus, that 
incantations and  exorciſms were practiſed 


by Jews in his time, for expelling demons 


cout of the bodies of men, of which they 


5 e e e 
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non ſenſibus perciperetur, non angelos, non ſupereſſe cor- 
poribus animas, „ ee chu. in 
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mentioned in the New Teſtament. »35 
g. The ſtorie told by Joſephus of Elea- Arr. 
Aar lyes open to many exceptions, and WV 

appears ridiculous, For what reaſon can 
there- be to think, that demons, whether 
they be bad angels, or the fouls of bad 
men, ſhould be affected by the ſmell of a 
root? It is hkely, that Eltazur was an 
impoſtor, and the whole affair related by 
Joſcpbus, as tranſacted before Yeſpafien, and 
his Court, was artifice and deluſion, There 
was a compact between Eleazar and the 
pretended demoniac. Joſephus has not 
mentioned the fymptoms of any diſtemper, 

under which the man labored. If the 

man had been afflicted with ſome grievous 

diſorder, the removal of it would have 
been ſufficient proof of the power of Ele- 

aar, and of the virtues of Solomon's incan- 

tations, without overturning a ſmall veſſel 

of water, placed near the exorciſt, or his 

demoniac. How that was done, I do not 

know. But I ſoppoſe, aur flight-of-hand 

gentlemen can eaſily account for fuck a feat, 

and gratify ſpectators with others more ſar. 

Prißog. | 5 

- 6, It may be hence argued, that the 

Jewiſh exoreiſts, with all their incantations, 

were of very little fervice to mankind, 

for relieving them under any indiſpoſition. 

K 4 How 
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App. 


How ineffectual the exorciſms of the ſons 


of Sceva, a Jewiſh Prieſt, were at Epheſus, 


we have ſeen in the hiſtorie, related in Acts 
XIX. 1 3.—17.' Nor does it appear, that Ele- 
azar, of whom Jſephus writes, performed 


any cure, or expelled any demon: but it 
was mere artifice, as juſt ſhewn.' 


7. From theſe two paſſages we may be 
fully ſatisfied, that Joſephus was not a Chriſ- 
tian. And it may be alſo argued with 
great Probability, that the paſſage concern- 


„ ing Jeſus, in the 18. book of his Anti- 


quities, i not genuine, 1 is an imenpo- 
lation. 


8. Muſt it not appear very en e 
that Joſephus, ſhunning the affairs of 


| Chriſtians,” and omitting the great works 
of our Lord and his Apoſtles, has not 
been able to relate one credible ſtorie of 


a miracle, excepting thoſe of the Old 
Teſtament? Joſephus is willing enough 
to relate miracles, and extraordinarie things, 
or ſuch things as have an appearance of be- 
ing ſo. But they will not bear examina- 


tion. How came this to paſs, that Joſephus, 


a Phariſee, a learned man, of the race 


of the Prieſts, ſhould fall ſo far below our 
an n u 66004 In their hiſto- 


eo 5 hb | ries 


mentioned in the New Teſtament: | 
ries we ſee ſimplicity and dignity. The 


reaſon is, becauſe they are truth. 
copy a real original. They write the hi- 
ſtorie of the great Prophet that was to 
come, the Meſſiah. Who cures diſeaſes 
of all kinds, and raiſes the dead with his 
word, without parade and oſtentation. But 
the learned Joſephus, the Prieſt, the Stateſ- 
man, Toſephus, when he attempts to relate 
a miracle, for the honour of his countrey, 
even the diſpoſſeſſing a demon, produceth 
nothing extraordinarie, but the overturning 
a ſmall tottering veſſel full of water, and 
ſays, that the demon came out at the 
man's noſe! 

And can any man, who reads the above 
cited paſſages, think it any diſparagement 
to the Chriſtian Religion, that it was not 
embraced by Jeſepbus, who has given ſuch 
proofs of want-of judgement, and had not 
Juſt notions in things of religion? For he 
could not ' conceive, that (g) intentions, 
uns the act, were liable to 9 


1 I. Matt. xii. 27. And if Ih Beelxe- 
bub caſt out demons, by whom do your chil- 


"(8) D 90; panini Sendet 73 dye Budavodpare, tt 
dri Tiawglas ator, Antiq. I. 12. cap. ix. 1. | 
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» The Cafe of the Denioniacs, - 


"att dren caſt thent out ? Therefort they ſhall be 


be ſeen in Grotius arid Hbithy upon 


ver judges. 28. But if I caſt out demons 
by the' ſpirit of Gu, then the king dom of 
nme. 3 


10. 20, 


 Ioſephus has aſſured us; that the eus 
exorciſrhs for expelling demons : 


and hav informell us of one method of per- 


fortning them. Divers ancient Chriſtian 
writers, Juin Martyr, trenoeus, Tertullian, 
Origen, and others, - (whoſe paſſages 4 
text of St. Mſartbrw,) do alto fpeak of 
Jewiſh erorciſms, and ſuppoſt, that they 
adjured demons in the name of the God 
of Abraham, TJaac, and: Jarab. To theſe 
(5) exorciſts; it is likely, our Lord refers, 
and not to his own diſciples; ot any others, 


wh hal eat fe hy K— 
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mentioned in the New Teſtament. 

men and diſciples caſt them out, or at- 
tempt to do ſo? You do not impute to 
them a combination with Satan. But you 
approve of them. From their practiſes 
therefore, mean and contemptible as they 
are, may be formed an argument, ſufficient 
to ſnew the injuſtice, and the malignity of 
your cenſure paſſed upon me. For if 1 
caſt out demons, and by a word inſtantly 
cure all manner of difeaſes uſually aſcribed 
to thoſe evil ſpirits, and all their worſt 
| ſymptoms, as you ſee me to do daily: 
you cannot but know, it is owing to an im- 
mediate. exertion of the power of God, 
and you might conclude, that his king- 
dom by the Meſſiah is now _ up 
among you.” 


Our Lord does not 120 aferibe any 


virtue to the Jewiſh exorciſms. He rather 
. ſuppoſes them ineffectual and infignificant: 
And tells the Phariſees, they could 
not but know, that the great works done 
by him were full proof of his authority, 
and miffion, and of the moſt extraordinarie 
divine manifeſtation among them. 

2. Our Lord, reproving the hypocrifie 
of the Phariſees, and the prevailing unbe- 


lief of as * people, and apprizing 
them 
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We Caſe of the Demoniacs, | 


Ker. them of the imminent danger they were 
in of falling under the heavie judgements 


of God, ſays: When ibe unclean ſpirit is 
gone out; of à man, he walketh through dry 


places, ſeeking reſt, and findeth none. 'Then 
be faith, I will return unto my houſe, whence 


I came out... And when be is come, be findetb 
it empty, ſwept, aud garniſhed. Then goeth 
be, and taketh with him ſeven other ſpirits, 
more wicked than himſelf, And they enter in, 
and gwell there. And the laſi ſtate of 'that 
man is worſe than the firft, So ſhall it be 
alſo unto this wicked generation. Matt. xii. 
43.—45. The ſame is recorded alſo Luke 
xi. 24 26. he 

This diſcourſe of our Lord. is a compa- 


| riſa, wherein he repreſents the ſtate of 


the Jewiſh. people, by way of alluſion, to 
thoſe diſtempers, which gy aſcribed. to 
evil ſpirits. 

- When. the unclean ſpirit i is gone out of 4 
man, be walketh through dry places, ſeeking 


ruſt, and findeth none. The: Jewiſh people, 


in the later times of their commonwealth, 


had a notion; that demons did often fre- 


+» ,»:\4 quent deſert places. In II. xiii. 2 1. re- 


preſenting the deſolation of Babylon, it is 
ſaid ; . ud beafts of the deſert ſhall lie there, 


14 and 
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and their houſes ſhall be full of doleful crea- Apr: 
tures, and out ſhall dwell there, and fatyrs "Ve 
ſhall danſe there. Inſtead of ſatyrs, which 
is our tranſlation, the Greek verfion of the 
ſeventy puts demons. Kati daiue¹gE exe © 
%xyro]a.. The ſame language is adopted 
in the deſcription of the ruin of the anti- 
chriſtian Babylon, in Rev: xviii. 2. Babylon 
the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become 
tbe habitation f demons, and the hold of 
every foul ſpirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and bateful bird. xaroneyrnguov. dauparur, 

In our Lord's compariſon, which we are 
conſidering, it is ſuppoſed, that evil ſpirits 
might leave a man for a while, and after- 
wards return. This alſo muſt have been 
a very common opinion of the Jews. 


Therefore Joſepbus obſerves in the hiſtorie 


before tranſcribed, of Eleazar's diſpoſſeſſing 
a demon, that reciting the charms compoſed 

by Solomon, be adjured the demon never to re- 
turn any more. This opinion, as may be 
well ſi uppoſed, was the reaſon, why the 
demoniac in the countrey of the Gadarens 


entreated our Lord to permit him to ac- 


company him: thinking, it is likely, that to 
be the only ſecurity againſt the return 
a the evil ſpirits, with * he had been 

vexed, 


S — —— ———— — — ——— — 


11 
Arn. vexed, as hie imagined | 
We tered into the ſhip, be that had been poſſeſed 


chaſtiſed by the Babylon captivity, and. 


Nu Caſe of tbe Demoniacs, 
d. When he was en- 


wilb demons, prayed, that he might be with 
tim. Howbeit Fefus ſuffered bim not. Mark 
v. 18. 19. Comp. Luke viii. 38, And 


our Lord alſo, in his great goodneſſe, to 


ons, when he cured the young 


man f the epilepſie, which had been 


aſcribed to an evil ſpirit, as the Evangeliſt 
aſſures us, rebaked the foul ſpirit, ſaying 
unto bim : | thou dumb and deaf ſpirit, 1 
charge thee, come out of bim, and enter no 
more into him. Mark ix. 25, 

Once more, it is ſuppoſed in this com- 
— that if a demon returned to a man, 
and tock poſſeflion of him again, after 
having left him for a while, the ſtate of 
eee leger ee 
is very reaſonable to think, that if a per- 


0 yi any diſtemper, 


which was aſcribed to evil ſpirits, and he 
was egain ſeized with it, the ſymptoms 
would be more violent, and the man's 
Ny W e e 
rate. 

The Jewiſh people had been ſeverely 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. 
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a'partial reformation had been obtained. Apr. 
They now enjoyed much peace in their vv 


own land, and they had the liberty of wor- 
ſhip at the temple. They had lately been 
under the ſearching miniſtrie of Joln the 


Baptiſt, calling them to repentance, and 
telling them, that the axe was laid to the 


root of the tree. He was a burning and 


Shining light. And for a ſeaſon they rejoyced 
in bis ligbt. They now enjoyed the excel- 
lent inſtructions of Jeſus, who alſo wrought 
among them works, which no Prophet had 
done before, fully proving his high com- 
miſſion. And many heard him g/adly. They 
faid, never man ſpale like him: Jobn did no 
miracles : but all things that Jobm ſpake of 
this man were true : many people believed on 
him, and ſaid : When the Meſſiab comes, will 
. be da mare miracles, than theſe, which this 
man has done? If after all, this people 
ſhould generally admit, and indulge. with- 
in themſelves, the worſt paſſions, and ſhould 
be guilty of the worſt crimes, and grow 
more and more hardened in wickedneſſe: 
they would bring down upon themſelves, 
by the righteous judgement of God, heavier 
2 than ever had befallen them in 


That 


Arr. 
Ff gurative expreſſions of this compariſon, 
Every one will be led to recollect here 


TheiCoſe of the Demoniacs, - 
That is what our Lord declares in the 


what St. Peter ſays 1 ep. ii. 20-22. And 
I refer to the commentators, eſpecially Gro- 
tius, upon the place, which we have been 
now conſidering. | 44 


Matt.xvii. 3. Matth. xvii. 21. Howheit thi . 
goeth not cur, but by prayer and faſting. 


Mark ix. 29. And be ſaid unto them: This 
kind can come 10 2 nothing, —_ 2 proyer 
ht 

The cen af; theſe. Fs is well 
known, - Whilſt our Saviour was in the 
mount with three of his diſciples, Peter, 
and James, and Jubn, the ſons of Zebedee ; 
a man brought to the reſt of the diſciples 
his ſon, who was lunatic, and fore vexed, 
with an epileptic - diſorder, aſcribed: to an 
evil ſpirit. But they could not cure him. 
When the father told this to our Lord, he 
reproved their want of faith, See Matt: 
Xviit, 16. 17. Mark ix. 18. 19. Luke ix. 
40: 41. When the young man had been 
healed, and the companie was withdrawn ; 
the diſciples came to Feſus apart, and ſaid : 
Why could we not caft him out? And Jeſus 


ſaid unto them, becauſe of your unbelief. For | 


us | verily 


hd 1 ww „ * a = %” — * 


2 „ —— — 1 cs TH SY %” 


them.“ Our Lord told his diſciples, that 
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verily 1 ſay unte you : If. ye had faith as a Apr. 
grain of mufard-ſeed, ye ſball fay unis ibis 


mountain, Remove bence to yonder place, und 


it ſhall remove. And nothing ſhall be im. 


Paſſible to you: . Howbeit this hind goeth 
not out, but by pager and fa Nang. Matt. 
xyii. 19. 21. 

e W 
this (4) manner. It was a firm, and well · 
grounded perſuaſion of mind, enabling 
men to ſet about a miraculous. operas 
tion, in full aſſurance of God's aſſiſting 


( Y their not being able to cure this young 
man was owing to the defect of faith, and. 
he reproves them for it. At the fame time 
he teaches them, how they might obtain 
an encreaſe of faith, ſo as to be able to per · 
form the greateſt miracles. The method 
preſeribed by him for that end is humble 


09 7 Dr nne, — 7 the che- 


(#) ee diene Chaidus fducis opus eſſe ad haec 
S notae majotis miracula. Nun oſtendit, quo- 
modo ea parari poſſit, precibus nimirum fervidis, Jejunium 
ideo adjuvgit, quia ad 'preces inprimis requiritur animus 
demiſſus, cui rei inſervit jejunium. Unde plerumque con- 
juogi videmus jejunium et orationem. Lug. il. 37. * 


* 7 2555 ad ad Matt. xvii. 21. 


* 
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>, and fervent prayer, and mortification to this 


world: à temper mightily ſuited to the 
ſublime and heavenly doctrine of the goſ- 
pet, and very neceſſarie in the preachers of 
it in all times, Gy | at it's firſt pn. 


cation, 


The defect of faith was blamable in 
e diſeiples. Fot our Lord had given 
them” power \ againſt unclean ſpirits, to caft 
them out, and to heal all manner of fickneſſe, 
and all manner of diſeaſe. Matt. x. 1. And 
unqueſtionably they had" before now 
wrought many miracles. This they muſt 
have done, when ſent forth by Jeſus, 


during the time of his abode on this earth. 


St. Mark ſays ch. vi. 12. 13. Aud they 
ent out, and preached, that men ſhould re- 
pent. And they caſt out many demons, and 


 antornted with oy! many that were fk, and 
bealed them. Our Lord gave like powers 


_ afterwards rs other diſciples. Luke 


x. begining, And they returned again with 
Joy, Jeying : Lord, even the demons are Lib 


jeet to us through thy name. BEE 


But though the diſciples had 88 


| ſome miracles, their faith was not ſufficient 
| get the cure of this young man, whoſe 


. diſtemper 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. 


1 


diſtemper was obſtinate and inveterate, and App, 


the ſymptoms very violent. 


This hiſtorie may be illuſtrated by an- 


bother inſtance of defect of faith in the diſ- 


ciples. When they met with a great 


ſtorm, as they were croſſing over the ſea 


of Galilee, with our Lord in the ſhip, they 
were exceedingly affrighted, and came to 
him, ſaying : Lord, ſave us, we periſh, Matt. 
viii. 24—26, Mar. iv. 37—39. Luke viii. 


| 22—25. Says an ingenious (7) writer: 
According to the Harmonie of the four 


« Goſpels, there are above twenty places, 


t where Jeſus is ſaid to have worked mi- 


e racles before this. And therefore the 
& diſciples, who had been eye - witneſſes of 
moſt of thoſe miracles, had juſt reaſon to 
t think, that he was able to deliver them 
tin the greateſt danger: and that they, eſ- 


et  pecially in his preſence, were under the. 


« peculiar inſpection and care of God,” 
Conſequently, our. Lord juſtly reproved 


them at that ſeaſon, ſaying: Why are ye 
fearful, o ye of little faith? © 


The greatneſſe of the danger, which 
they were then. In, too much alarmed 


6 Dr. e Reaſerablenęſ of the Cbriſtian Religion, 
5. 209. 210. 
L 2 their 


ed 


* 5 148 . 
Fer, their fears. And the violence of the 


wm 3 


freſn effuſion upon them of knowledge, 


aſſured of their being enabled to do every = 
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ſymptoms of the young man's diſtemper 
too much diſdouraged them. For which 
they were juſtiy reproved. Nevertheleſs, 


our bleſſed Lord, ever mild and compaſ- 


ſſonate, makes allowance for their preju- 
dicet and want of conſideration. And en- 
courageth them to hope, that they ſhould 


oOhtaln an enereaſe of fulth and be able to 


life] the ſervice; to which he had ap- 


| pointed. them, in. an honourable manner. 


We may here fitly recollect a prayer of 
the Apoſtles, and the anſwer vouchſafed: 


Acts iv. 23-31: Lord now Lord, behold their 
 threatenings. | And grant unto thy ſerwanms, 


that with all »boldnefſs they may eat thy 


word: un that figur and wonders may be 


dene by thi name of ii buy cid, [ether 


fon, ordervaiit;] Jg. th when rhiy (Bad 
| prayed; the place was ſhurken, where they wre 
- afſembleu-together. . Aud they were d ied 
* with-the: Nah G. And chy poi the 


word with'\boldngſe. That is, there was a 


"ME ane to confirm the truth of Chriſt's 
ply it is ſaid there at 
[7 


* 


| mentioned in the New Teſtament. 
ver. 33. And with great per gave the App. 
_— witneſſe of the reſurrection of the ve 


Lord Fefus. 
4. Luke x. 19. 18. And the ſeomty 
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turned with joy, ſaying : Lord, even the * 


mons ave ſubjecł to us through thy name. And 
N ſaiunts them: I beheld Satan, as lighten- 


ing fall from heaven. ' 


Thoſe words cannot 10 taken literally. 
For by heaven underſtand” the ſupreme 
heaven, the place of the bleſſed: and it is 
allowed by all, that Satan, with his angels, , 
was long before driven thence, and could 
have no acceſſo there. Nor can it be here- 
by intended, that Chriſt ſaw Satan fall like 
lightening from the upper region of the 
air. For that is a thing of no moment. 
The words therefore figuratively repreſent | 
the ſpeedie overthrow of errour, fallhoood, 
idotatrie, and fin, by the preaching of the 2 


in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, 


goſpel, accompanied with mighty ſigns and 
wonders; done by the Apoſtles, and others, - 


„. Our bleſſed Lord is fometimes 0 Demons re- 
 buled. 


in the (Goſpels, 


to have rebahed demons. 


| Thoſe places ſhall be here taken notice of. 
Mark i. 23—26. Ard there was in 


their ſynagogue [at Capernaum j is may with 


an 


$. 77 


— . — —— -- _ 


8 
| App, 


| 2 Peace, be fill. And e 


We Caſe of the Demoniacs, 

an unclean ſpirit. And he cried out, ſaying, 
Let us alone. What. have we to do with thee, 
thou Jeſus of Nazareth? Art thou come to 
* deſtroy us? I know thee, who thou art, the 
boly one of Gad. And Jeſus rebuked bim, 
Saying : Hold thy peace, and come out of bim. 
The ſame miracle is related, and in the 
ſame u manner, by St. Lake, ch. iv. 33—35. 

In the hiſtorie of the cure of the young 
man, Who had the epilepſie, which was 
aſcribed to the influence of an evil ſpirit, 
it is ſaid ; Aud Jeſus rebuked the demon, and 
Ae out of him. And the child was 


cured from that hour. Matt. xvii. 18. When 


Jeſus ſaw, that the people came running to- 


to him: Thou dumb and deaf ſpirit, I charge: 


thee, come aut of bim, and enter na more 
into bim. Mark ix. 25. And Jeſus rebuked 
the unclean Jpirit, and bealed the child, and 
delivered bim again to bis father. Luke ix.42, 
It ſhould be obſerved, that the word, re- 
bule, is alſo uſed concerning things, to which 


wee do not aſcribe either life, or intelligence. 
| Then be aroſe," and rebuked the winds and 


the ſea, and there was a great calm, Matt. 
vii. 26. And be aroſe, and rebuked the wind, 


(eaſed, 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. 
ceaſed, and there as a great calm. Mark 


iv. 39. Then he aroſe, and rebuked the wind, 


and the raging of the water. And t 
ceaſed, and there was a great calm, Luke 
viii. 24. 

Luke iv. 39. And be flood over her, and 
rebuked the fever. And it left her. 

The truth of the caſe, as before ſaid, 


I take to be this. Our Lord in curing di- 
ſtempers, generally aſcribed to evil ſpirits, 


ſometimes accommodated his expreflions, 
and manner of treating ſuch afflicted per- 
ſons, to the common opinion of the people, 
without countenancing, or approving it. 


III. Acts vi. 9. Then there aroſe certain 
of the ſynagogue, which is called the ſynagogue 
of the Libertins, and Cyrenians, and Alex- 
andrians, and of. them of (alicia, and of 
Ala, diſputing with Stephen. 

I n the firſt part of the Credibility of the 
Goſpel Hiſtorie (m) I endeavoured to ſhew 
who they were, who are called Libertins. | 
Since that time I have met with another 
interpretation, which I am now defirous to 
propoſe to my readers, and to render it 
more common, than it ſeems to be. It 
does not immediatly relate to the ſubhect, 


3 0b. 3/8. 1. — the 34 Edition, f 
or 
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Art. of. Ubich we have been treating here. 
— Nevertheleſa, I preſume none will be much 


offended at my nn * obſervation in 
this place. s 

It is in the F We 60 
of Mr. Daniel Gerdes, Profeſſor of Divinity 
in the Univerſity of Groningen, He is of 
Ane Bot W ou 0 are 1 called 


4s) Nationis autem age e een 8 
ditlonzs, | :Gegriayy nomen eſſe, cum maxime nobis fit 
| 216" Libertines dictos Judaeos, a Liberte, Afrieae 


roptine, free Canbagivenſis, quae et Proconſularis dog- 
| batur, five opfpide, five regione, quam habitabant, tametſi 


* ad inflar euren, vel Cyrenen vicinam, vel Mexandrien 


f inhabitantium. ſuam haberent fynagogam, 
a proprio ſuo nomine, aeque ac Alexangrinorym ac Cyre- 
nenſium appellacam Et e rationes, nemo 
non videt, dibil planius nihilgue ſimpligins eſſe hac hypo- 
theſi, quae veram vocabulorum wing . 
dit in genere. quad cum Libertini ' Jungaptyr 
1 et Hani, et k tamen omnes oc 


Liber:inermon dees vel hahitatignis ſe ſ 
paratadou 11% FO yoE-, prorſhs fr 

eſſeo: e ee a Libertinis 
ſtatim jun gantur Q rreremtet Aexandrigi, quibus nonuni- 


bys itidem Africae Te e e Jodaci five 
Profelyti ex illis regioibus oriu iba — voo | 


tamen in'Lexieo e, Tom. 2/ fol. 4. edit. Kuſter, vo- 
cem naſtrem ad gentem irs vominatam pppligari debere 
manifeſto indicat. Albirrü - ' bropa tn, Libertini, no- 


— NECES Bn na 


mentioned in ibe New Tefament. | 
from a city, or countrey, named Libertus, 
or Libertina, fituated m Africa, This ap- 
| pears: * be very mw becauſe all the 


nog leren Nicalaw 4 * voci © WHOS ſuper- 
ſeripſit @ regione. Unde ipſe Lyra: Libertinorum, inquit, 
« regiont fic nominatorum, uf dicit glaſſa interlinearis. Sed ubi- 
nam ea ſita eſt regio? Duo ſunt in Actis publicis eceleſi- 
aſticis nobis relicta monumenta, ex quibus de Libertinis vel 
Liberqagnlibes, eorumque ſitu, judieare tuto poſſumus. — 


illius A. 1. habitae cum Donatiſtis Collationis Cartha- 
Qvod cum conſervatum fit a conciliorum col- 
leforibui-— ats cum ipfis Actis ſubjunctum editioni 
: Praeſtantiſimae Oprati Milevitani adverſus Donatiſtas, quam 
procuravit Elia: Du Pinius. in Actis Collationis ita: 
. Item recitavit. Victor Epiſtopus ecclefiz catholicz Li- 
bertineſis.“ Cel. Baluzii nota'ad vocabulum Libertinen/is 
hae eſt L c. Libertineifis, ' In provincia Procumſulari. 
-Atque ita ſua ſponte ducimur ad alterum illud quod dice- 
bamus monumentum, ex Actis Concilii Lateranenſis. A. 
649; habiti, depromptum, ubi habetur Epiſtola—Epiſcopo- 
rum ſan&i Concilii. Proconſularis ad Paulum Conſtantino- 
politanum, ſubſcripta ab ipfis Epiſcopis, inter quos quoque 
 occurrit, % Januarius gratia Dei Epiſcopus ſanctæ Ec- 
cleſſae Libertinenfis. ——Oum ea propter etiam Cl. Fa- 
drieius ſus Epiſcopatuum orbis Chriſtiani Indici Geogra- 
. Phico, quem ſubjecit libro, eui tit. Salutaris Lux Evangelii, 
&e. Libertinenſom Epiſcopatum in Africa Proconſulart in- 
: ſeruerit: Cum Abrahamus Ortelius non minus jam an- 
- tehac in "alas Geographico quoque annotaverit, 


' * Libertinorur. tanquam gentis meminiſſe Divum Lucam 
ARtr.. vi. atque gentis nomen eſſe apud Suidam, Liberti- 


© nenſis autem Kccleſiae in Africa epiſcopum habere Colla-- 


— Bt a Difditatis ds Su- 
: Libgrtinarq. num. XXVike=xXiX. 5. 5Ogns 13. 
7" other 
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other people here mentioned are denomi- 
nated from the places inhabited by them. 
Sud, i in his Lexicon, at the vrord Abrpri- 
vos, ſays, it was the name of a people, 
though ke does ij not inention the cobntrey, in 

which they dwelt: The Gloſſa Interlinearis, 
of which Nicolas" de | Lyra made great uſe, 
"intimates. upon this text, tat the Libertins 
were ſo called from a countrey. In the 
Acts of the famous Conference with the 
Donatiſis at Carthage i in the year 41 1. is the 
namèe oſ 4 Biſhop of the church of Liber- 
und which is ſuppoſed to have been fi- 
tuated in Africa Propria, or the Proconſu- 
- lar Province in Africa. Another Biſhop of 
"the Tame Place, Libertina, is mentioned in 


we Acts of the Later an Council, held in 


© bam Ortelius, in his Theſaurus 0 


619. Accordingly Fabriciur, in his Geo- 
- graphical Index of Chriſtian 
has placed Litertzns, a being. in tlie Pv 


© confular Africa. And long before; Abra- 


egy ophiCus, 
at the word Libertini, obſerves, that St. 


Tue i in the vi. chapter of the Acts had 
- ſpoken of the Libertins as à people. More- 
over Octumenius, | in his Commentarie' upon 


the A _ Ee ue as one inter- 


Pretation; 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. 155 
s pretation; that (p). the Libertins, as well as App. 
the Cyrenians, were a people living, beyond — — 
Alexandria, who had a W at * 
alm. 
5 All theſe particalars are inſiſted on 5 
Mr. Gerdes in his argument upon the ſub- 
, ject. I have tranſcribed vlarge part of i it 
5 below in his own words. 
> The learned and judicious compilers of 
þ 
- 


the Biblioth&que Raiſonnee, at the conclu- 

ſion of their.account of this Diſputation of 

Mr. Gerdes, add (4) a reference to Pools 

"WF .Synopſis,, I. ſhall place below (i) the paſ- 
ſage, to which they refer. Whence it may 

appear, that this interpretation has not been 
unknown to learned men. But it has not 
been ſo much attended to, as I think it de- 
ſerves, And Mr. Gerdes bas.caſt a great 


(p) Als, AC, d Kemal Tir iris A- 
at ade — ir g Map omaywya: ir lopuoanny 
xala n eee, ee e eee infor T6 
r Oecum. 
in Af. T. 1. 5. 

(q) Biblioth. Raifornte "Nom. 24. Part. i. p. 67. Anft. 
1740. 

75 Quinam hi? Reſp. 2. Apud Suidam eſt. A, C 


rohe tug, nomen gentts. Idem ſeribit Ortelius. Quin et 
Ecclefia Libertinenſss in Africa habetur in Collatione Car- 


thaginenſi, Pol. Syn, ad £2. vi. 
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. Caſs of the Demoniati,” 
Are, deal of now light upon it, and much con. : 
ww” firmed it. 

Don a bell it a 


hay to be very 
bable, that the Libertins were native 
ws, and proſelytes, living at Libertus or 
'  Liberting, , who had a ſynagogue at Yeruſa- 
Em. Aud che order of the names in St. 
,uke might lead us to think, that they were 
Farther off from, Jeruſalem, than Mexan- 
7 and rene. Which confirms the ſup- 
r Dn, that the place, w 


hence they 
med, was Rtuated in what was called 
4 2 
vince. 
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